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An ATTEMPT to obviate and correct ſundry 
miſtaken Notions concerning our SAVIOUR'S 
PERSONAL CHARACTER. 
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In three Parts. e 
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ſperſed, which point out the Practical Uſe and Moral 


Tendency of the ScxiyTUurs DocTtrINE, in this very 
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Jeſus of Nazareth, a Man approvedef God, Acts. ii. 22. 
A Prophet ſhall the Liard your God raiſe ub unto you, of your 


Brethren, like unto me, him ſhall ye hear in all Things, 
Acts iii. 22. | 
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On the true and proper Humanity 
of CHRIST. 


T O entertain all juſt, honourable, and 
worthy notions of Chriſtianity, as it is 
repreſented to us ih the writings of the new 
teſtament, is certainly a matter of the higheſt 
importance to mankind. And it is no leſs cer- 
tain, that all wrong and miſtaken notions of it 
muſt be, more or leſs, hurtful and prejudicial to 
the intereſts of true religion; eſpecially when 
they are received, as ſacred truths, or ſtripturt 
verities; and when thoſe who have once imbibed 
them, or have been bred up in them, are 
afraid to examine them with the freedom and 
impartiality which they ouglit to do. But ſo 
it is, and much to be lamented, that the ſcrip- 
OR at all events, been made to tally 
with human ſyſtems, creeds and confeſſions, which 
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4 | On tbe trut and proper 

have been taught and ſet up in lieu of 
them; and which are not only contrary to- the 
real meaning of the ſacred writers, but in many 
reſpe&s abſurd and inconſiſtent in - themſelves, 
and even repugnant to the moſt fundamental 
principles of all religion, both natural and re- 
vealed; as if ſuch and ſuch articles of human 
contrivance, and not the ſcriptures of truth, were 
the only criterion by which to judge of the true, 
ſound, and orthodox faith. 

Now, ſince the doctrine of the Unity, or of 
one Cod, is the firſt and chief article, and has 
been always allowed to hold the firſt place, in 
every creed, this will naturally introduce the 
immediate and preſent deſign of this paper, by 
leading us to make ſome intereſting and ſerious 
reflexions, which muſt, I think, be very plain 
and obvious to a common underſtanding, 

If the Unity of God then, is the firſt and lead- 
ing principle in religion, and the truth of this 
article was never once called in queſtion by thoſe 
who. have been moſt divided in other matters, 
(a) I may fairly aſk, what a weak and groundleſs 
| | Opinion 


(a) The appropriate excluſive character of one God be- 
longs to the Father alone. And accordingly biſhop Prar- 
ſon has obſerved, that in the churches of the Fa, before the 
council of Nice, the firſt article of what is called the apof#les 

creed, 


Humanity of Chriſt, 5 
opinion muſt that be which many have enter- 
rained concerning the per/on of Chriſt ; as if he, 
the man Chriſt Jeſus, differed from all other 
men, in having two diltin& natures, the human 
and the divine, or that of God and man, eſſen- 
tially and perſonally united ? This, I am verily 
perſuaded, has led many pious, well meaning 
perſons, through the ſtrength of cuſtom. and 
prejudice, or the want of honeſt and free en- 
quiry, to put a wrong, and oftentimes a very 
abſurd ſenſe upon many paſſages of the new 
teſtament. I ſhall only inſtance, at preſent, in 
the text here referred to in St. John's Goſpel, 


creed, ſtood thus; I believe in one God, the Father, 
&c,”%—The Fewwi;h, the Chriftian, the Mabometan, the Platonic 
doctrine do all harmonize in this point. Maximus Tyrivs, in 
his diſſertation 4% Deo, has obſerved, that though men dif- 
fer ever ſo mach in their opinion about other matters, yet 
in this they all agree, that there is ove God, the Ang and 
Father of all: ia e Grætus cum Barbaro, Mediterran. us, cum 
inſulano, ſapiens conſentit cum ftulto.— And Juftin Martyr has 


referred us, in particular, to the teſtimony of Shocks, He- 


mer and other Gentile writers. Vide, ad Greco, Cohort. 
Though angels in heaven, and magiſtrates on earth, are 
called Gods, it is only in a figurative ſenſe. The ſouls 
alſo of departed ſaints and heroes have been looked upon 
as leſſer inferior deities or mediators ; but the Chrillian re - 
ligion expreſly teacheth us, that there is but one God the Fa- 
ther, of whoa are all things, —and one Lord jeſus Chriſt, 
the appointed mediator, by whom are all things. 1 Cor. viii. 
£, 6. 
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6 On the true and proper 

oh. xvii, g. And now, O Father, glorify thou me 
with thy ouin ſelf, &c. where a well known Ex- 
poſitor, who has, upon many accounts, been 
very deſervedly eſteemed; writes thus: © though 
Chriſt as God was here prayed to, Chriſt as man 
prayed” (4). See here the power and ſtrength 
of ſyſtematic prejudice, or of an''carly prepo- 
ſeſſion in favor of a wrong hypotheſis. 

A text which, I think, moſt clearly and 
ſtrongly evinces our Saviour's true and proper 
humanity is here ſurpriſingly forced, and ſtrained, 
to countenance the doctrine of his true and pro- 
per Deity. But, ſurely, he that here prays muſt 
be another being, a diftin?? perſon from him to 
whom the prayer is addreſſed. And there muſt 
be a ſtrange unaccountable bias hanging upon 


the minds of men, where ſuch an aſſertion, ſuch 
a comment as this can be admitted as true, or 


where any ſuch. doctrine can be drawn from 
theſe words, or indeed from any other, as gives 
the leaſt ſanction or ſupport to it But, not 
to enquire into other paſſages, it is pretty clear 
to me, that ſuch a gloſs as this, put upon our 
Saviour's prayer in this chapter, muſt neceſſarily 
convey a wrong ſentiment or idea of his true 
perſonal character. It is indeed highly injurious 


(5) See Henry in loco. But here might it not be aſked ? 
Did Chriſt ever call himſelf his Father F Sy 
to 
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Humanity of Chriſt: 7 
to the ſacred text, and offers violence to the un- 
derſtanding. It involves in it a manifeſt abſur- 
dity and contradiction, and is altogether viſionary. 
And yet we connot but ſee in a thouſand other 
inſtances, as well as this, how far the prejudices, 
which ariſe from particular methods of ſtudy 
and education, from cuſtom and example, or 
the undue influence of Parents, Tutors, An- 
ceſtors, and the like, have unhappily tended to 
prevent a due freedom of thought, — to pervert 
the underſtanding, and warp the judgment. 
and even to bias and miſlead many very worthy 
conſiderable writers, and eminent divines. 

I would be far from entering into quarrel- 
ſome contention with any who may differ from 
me in their religious ſentiments : But I may be 
allowed to expoſtylate and reaſon a little upon 
the point itſelf, without giving reaſonable or 
juſt offence, to any; and eſpecially, as I appre- 
hend it to be a matter of moment, and what 
ought indeed to be maturely weighed, and well 
underſtood, , if we would be ever able rightly 
to interpret that revelation which God has gi- 
ven us, or to ſet the doctrines of the new 
teſtament in a conſiſtent, eaſy, and amiable 
light. 5 
I would 3 fain learn, where we is 
any ground to believe what is called the Hp a- 
tical union, or a duplicity of natures in the perſon 
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of Chriſt ;—or where it is that we are taught or 
inſtructed in any part of ſcripture, to ſpeak of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as many of our divines have done, 
ſometimes as God, at other times as man (c). A 
mere imaginary diſtinction this; — ſuch as only 
tends to embarraſs and confound, but it is ſar from 
conveying to the mind any one clear, rational, 
or inſtructive idea concerning, either the one 
God, or the one Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Our Savi- 
our here prays, glorify thou me with thy own ſelf. 
Does he then pray to himſelf * ar pray to be with 
himſelf * Reaſon reluctates, the underſtanding 
recoils at ſuch an unnatural perverſion, ſuch a di/- 
tortion of ideas! (d) How can two ſuch di/parates 

a0 


le) Thus have the two widely diſtant ideas of hamaniſy 


and g-ity (to the great diſhonour of the Goſpel) been often 
jumbled and confounded, in order to put the moſt favour- 
able gloſs and varniſh upon a popular and trite opinion.— 
I ſcarcely need to obſcrve, that this dextrous way of com- 


menting upon {ſcripture has appeared in many other in- 


ſtances, beſides the foregoing, ver. 9. As to the day of 
judgment, (Mart xiii. 32.) it has been ſaid, that, though 
Chriſt as maj was ignorant of it, yet Chriſt as God knew it. 
un like manner, on that text in 2 Cor. viii. 9. that Chrift 
was rich as Ged, but became poor, as man. Which, ſays 
biſho p Fowler, is ſuch a ſtrain and force upon the wards 
of ſcripture, that it looks like laying hold of any thing to 

help at a dead lift. V. f 
(4) The word n is always uſed as a perſonal excluſive 
term, and appropriated to one ſingle individual perſon or 
agent ; 
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Humanity of Chrift.' 9 
as the Father's /e/f, and Chriſt's ſelf, be ſuppoſed 
to conſtitute one individual, one identical per- 
ſon? Or, how can we conceive, that two ſuch 
different natures, as that of God and man, ſhould 
be united in 'one and the ſame perſon, the man 
Chriſt Jeſus ?—In other words, how can he be 
ſuppoſed to tubſiſt of himſelf, or to be all- ſufficient 
and independant upon any, and yet to pray and 


agent: So when Chriſt here uſes the word me, it is plain, 
that he ſpeaks of himſelf alone, and not of another.—And, 
in like manner, when he ſpeaks of his Father and of himſelf 
together, under the perſonal and plural terms, wwe and us, 
the meaning and diſtinction is equally clear and obvious, 
John xvii, 21, 22. That they all may be one, as thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me, aud ! in thee, that they all be one in 2. 
that they may be one even as we are one. See alſo chap. 
xiv. 23.— The word per/on, ſays Dr. Vaterland, (though 
ſomewhat inconſiſtently with himſelf) is a plain Engliſh 
word, and ſhould either not be uſed, or uſed in its true and 
proper ſenſe.” Nor can I poſſibly form any, the leaſt idea, 
of the word per/on, but when it is uſed to diſtinguiſh one 
being, one intelligent agent from another. It ſhould be 
obſerved, that the word properly denotes an individual of 
the human kind, and was never applied to any other ſpecies 
of being till the latter end of the fourth century. But—it 
need not be ſaid, how the meaning of this word, though 
exceeding plain and obvious in itſelf, has been perverted 
and miſapplied by many writers in the trinitarian contro- 
verſy. It is always an inexplicable, or an equivocal term, 
when applied to the Deity ; or whenever it is made uſe of 
to ſupport a d/fin@iomn of perſons in the divine nature, which 
is, in truth, an inconceivable myſtery. 

and 
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10 On the true aud proper 
intercede with God, both for himſelf and others, 
as here he does at large in this chapter? What an 


abſurd ſuppoſition is this! Or, how is it poſſi- 


ble for the human underſtanding to reconcile 
ſuch claſhing and diſcordant ideas ! 
Let learned and inquiſitive men argue ney 
debate this matter as long, as they will, this 
muſt always paſs with me for an axiom, or an 
indubitable ſelf-evident truth, that Chriſt and his 
Father are !wo beings, two diſtinct natures. Nor 
can the moſt ſubtle refined reaſon or philoſophy 
ever prove them to have one and the ſame ęſ- 
ſence, er to be equal in eternity, power and glo- 


ry. No fancied inconceivable. ades of union 


or ſubſiſtence betwixt the Father and the Son, 


which ſome have deviſed, can ever ſerve to ex- 


plain or ſupport this hypotheſis, or tend to ſet it 
in any clear and ſatisfactory light. And, Lam 
verily perſuaded, that unleſs we endeavour to 
keep our ideas, in this point, clear and diſtinct, 
we ſhall be ſoon loſt in a labyrinth of error and 
deluſion.— That plain, ſimple, and neceſſary idea 


that we muſt all have of the one God, the uni- 


verſal parent of all beings, can never be altered 
or reverſed by any of thoſe nice and laboured 
diſtinctions, which: men have ſtudiouſly framed 


and invented, without any proper ſcriptural war- 
rant or authority. And yet, how many are there, 


even at this day, who would ſcreen and ſhelter 
this 


Humanity o Cbriſt. 11 
this, as well as other incredible doctrines, under 
the venerable name of ayſtery; and, by this 
means, make them paſs for current orthodoxy ' 
among the vulgar; and all the n. part of 
mankind ? 

Now—this is, en ſomething more Foal 
ſetting revelation at variance with reaſon. It is 
ſetting reaſon, the nobleſt faculty of the human 
ſoul at variance with itſelf. Nay, it does, in 
effect, abſolutely diſclaim and forbid all exerciſe 
and uſe of it upon a ſubject, wherein, I may 
venture to ſay, that nothing but reaſon can ever 
ſet us right, or lead us into the true and ge- 
nuine ſenſe of ſcripture.— But, alas ! how much 
has true primitive Chriſtianity ſuffered by the 
proud and conceited innovations of men ? How 
often have the molt irrational and ablurd doc- 
trines been palmed upon the world under the 
falſe colour and pretence of divine revelation? 
What a diſhonour to God | what a reproach to 
reaſon ! what a ſacrilegious abuſe of ſcripture ! 
J have always thought, that reaſon and revela- 
tion are, in their genuine operation, tendency 
and deſign, one and the fame thing; or, that 
both of them do perfectly concur and harmoniſe in 
the purſuit of one and the ſame great end,—even 
the acquiſition and ſpread of religious truth, of 
ſubſtantial knowledge, virtue and happineſs. 
The Goſpel revelation is undoubtedly a great 
| bleſſing 
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12 On the true and proper 


bleſſing and benefit ro mankind> But, fo far 28 
reaſon is diſcarded in the province of religion, 
the light of revelation is eclipſed. And then, 
no wonder if myitery and enthuſiaſm, ignorunce 
and error, ſhould prevail and triumph over the 
underſtanding. 

But to return, —was it not as man, ard in 
that nature only, that Chriſt here prays to God 
as his Father? And hath he not hereby taughe 
us, even all his diſciples and brethren, to pray 
in like manner to that ſame almighty being, 
whom he expreſly ſtiles his God and our God, 
bis Father and our Father, John xx. 17.—ls not 
the doctrine of his ſtrict and proper humanity 
trom this, as well as many other places, very 
apparent to the underſtanding and reaſon of 
every man ?—And, what can we then think of 
thoſe preſcribed ſyſtems or formulas, ' that re- 
quire our belief of two diſtin natures in the 


perſon of Chriſt ? Is not this a futile groundleſs 


notion that has no manner of truth or ſolidity 
init? a theological figment, as one calls it? or a 
device which 1s made to folve every thing, and 


ſolves nothing? And yet this imaginary and fond 


diſtinction, is what many have 1gnorantly and 
weakly pleaded for, and have ever and anon 


had recourſe to it, as a ready ſolution for every 


ſeeming contradiction or difficulty they happen 
to meet with in the ſtile and language of the 


lacred 
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| Humanity of Chriſt. 13 
ſacred writers. But, in truth, they here make 
a diſtinction without a difference, and ſuch a 
one too, as muſt neceſſarily overturn the com- 
mon received doctrine of the trinity, though 
they may not ſeem to be aware of it. 

Nothing is more evident to me, than that ſuch 
a complex, ſuch a confuſed and intricate notion, 
as many have formed concerning the perſon of 
Chriſt, as Ged-may, mult neceſſarily render the 
true ſcripture doctrine in this article perfectly 
obſcure and unintelligible. It diſturbs and con- 
founds all our ideas, and throws a thick miſt 
and darkneſs over the human intellect.— It is in- 
deed, as I hinted before, an affront and diſgrace 
to the common, ſenſe. and reaſon of mankind, as 
it, perfectly jars, and is utterly incompatible with 
all our moſt natural, obvious, and juſt apprenſions 
of the Deity; he being a ſimple, ſpiritual, un- 
compounded being, and the one only living and 
true God. Nay, it confounds the only true 
and proper object of worſhip, and is an hin- 
drance to all rational and true devotion. And 
what ſhall I ſay more; it is an invincible ob- 
ſtruction and bar to all real improvement and 
progreſs in theological ſcience, or in true ſcrip- 
tural knowledge. But it ſhould ſeem, in ſhort, 
that this imaginary and myſterious union of two 
diſtinct natures in the man Chriſt Jeſus, is the 
belt and only ſupport of a lame hypotheſis. The 
{criptures 
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ſeriptures no where ſpeak of any ſuch thing; 
but it is plain, that they always ſpeak of Chrift 
| as a man, a true and real mun (e), though great- K 
| ly diſtinguiſhed from all other men by his great-' | 
ly ſuperior offiges and endowment, by his tranſ- 
figuration, his reſurrection, aſtenſion, and exal- " 
| 


| tation! And where is there any thing, in 
ſpeaking thus of our Saviour, that does in the 
leaſt derogate from the honour of his character, ö 
Wl as the promiſed Meſſiah, the ſent of God? or, 4 
that is in any wiſe inconſiſtent with the higheſt 
j names and titles that are any where given him 
i in the ſacred writings? ?; | | 
To which let me add—that,” as there is no 
real foundation for this ſuppoſed duplicity, or 
diſtinction of two natures in Chriſt Jeſus, ſb 
there is no manner of occaſion for it, as many 
have thought, in order to explain or clear up any 
=_ one. paſſage in the new teſtament : but it rather 
= tends to darken or perplex what is ſufficiently 
| plain and clear in itſelf. And therefore, as nei- 
ther reaſon nor revelation require us to believe 
plain inconſiſtencies, we are obliged, I think, 
to reject this _ as a capital error in funda- 


Py 
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* To this we have the teſtimony of Chriſt himſelf, of 
Peter, Paul, and other inſpired writers. (Jol viii. 40. ch. 
i. 30. Ads. ii. 22, ch. xvii. 31. Pom. v. 15. 1 Tim. ii. $4) 
to ſay nothing here of many other texts which muſt be ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſed to ie his proper Eumaniry. 

mentals.— 
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Humanity of Chriſt. 15 
mentals.— And, in truth, it is ined to ſay how 
many erroneous and / falſe; notions have taken 
riſe from this, as the true and only: ſouree of 
them; or, how many abfurd opimions have been 
thus diſguiſed and ſancdtified, and have hitherto 
paſſed current in the world under the est 
and ſpecious name of Cbriſtian orthodoxy. ' 
From this one paſſage in St. John's Goppel 
or upon the ptayer of Chriſt recorded in this 
chapter, we may eaſily collect theſe ſeveral plain 
and obvious truths: namely, that Jeſus. Chriſt 
was aà true and real man, and was, as ſuch, 
called forth to his peculiar diſtinct ſervices and 
trials in life, as we are — that, as a man, he here 
prayed to his Father in heaven, (as he did, upon 
all other occaſions) with a filial confidence, that 
God Was always ready to hear and anſwer him, 
— that, as a man, one in our nature, he has 
here taught us, and all his followers, the ſame 
leſſon by his own example, as he had done before; 
by an expreſs precept : after this manner pray ye, 
Our Father who art in heaven, &c. Matt. vi. 9. 
—And further, that the Father, to whom he 
here prayed, was the cnly true God, (verſe 3d.) 
or, in other words, was as properly and truly 
Ood, as he himſelf was really and truly man, or 
one of the {ame nature, which is in us, and in 
all other men, ſin only excepted, Heb. ii. wy 
iv. 15. 


But, 


16 On the true and proper 
But, not to enlarge on theſe particulars, it 
ſhall ſuffice to ſay, that he conſiſted of a 
buman ſoul, as well as a baman body, And, as 
this is clearly manifeſt from the Goſpel, and 
every book of the new teſtament, ſo it has been 
the general belief of the church in all ages. 
He was born into the world, grew up from in- 
fancy and childhood to a ſtate of manhood, as 
we do, —and had the ſeveral affections, paſſions 
and feelings, belonging to the human nature, 
in common with us, and all other men. This, 
I look upon as indiſputably plain and undeni- 
able. For what is man but a compound of 
body and ſpirit, or a rational and intellectual 
ſoul, informing and animating a human body? 
This gives us the true and proper idea of that 
compoſitum, we commonly call, a mau. And 
ſuch was the man Chriſt Jeſus. He had à true 
body and a reaſonable ſoul. And, if this deno- 
minated him a perſon, a ſingle individual per- 
ſon, what can be more inconſiſtent with this 
plain obvious truth, than the ungrounded ſup- 
poſition of his having two different natures; the 
one before, and the other after he was conceived 
and born of the Virgin? The nature of Chriſt, as 
that in all other men, was but one. Nor can I poſ- 
ſibly conceive how either the /ogos, or an angel, 
could ſupply the place of a human ſoul in the 
perſon of Chriſt. As their natures are /pecifically 
diſtin 
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diſtinct from that cf man, there could be no 
ſuch thing as an eſſential or Perſonal union. And 
as I find it impoſſible to frame any the leaſt idea, 
of ſuch union, how is it poſſible for me to re- 
ceive and embrace it as an object or article of 
my faith? (e) Nay, it is clear to me, that the 
common ſuppoſition of two diſtinct natures in 


(e) To judge of the truth of any propoſition without 
ideas; or, in other words, to believe what TI find to be 12 
credible is no leſs difficult, than to perform what is imp-/- 
ble, or utterly impraficable, What notion or idea can wg 
poſſibly have of a revelation? Or, indeed, what notion at 
all of . religion, if we expell reaſon out of the province of 
faith? Religion is, in every view of it, a moſt reaſonable 
ſervice ; it has been juſtly filed the perfectiʒam of man. And 
what elſe is Chriſtianity, if rightly underſtood, ꝓut the per- 
ſechion of all religion. The nature of man, however degene- 
rate, is not wheclly deſtitute of all its original endowments, 
or of all moral and divine principles. And the reaſen of 
man, how carnal and corrupt a thing ſoever ſome have re- 
preſented it, muſt after all, be a fanding, an invariable, 
and conſtant rule of judging, not only concerning the au- 
thenticity and truth of any pretended revelation from heaven, 
but alſo of the true ſenſe and meaning of its particular doc- 
trines. Upon any other principle a cloud of darkneſs muſt 
neceſſarily overſpread the Goſpel hiſtory, and the infpired 
writings of the new teſlament,—Moſt certainly reaſon has 
its uſe and authority in judging of principles peculiar to 
revelation. It is by our reaſon that we ought to admit of 
any thing, as authentic or true, which offers itſelf under that 
title. And to deny this principle, is to render revelation 
uncertain in its ſigniſication, and to open a direct way to 
all the extravagance of enthutiaſm. 


B Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, muſt as neceſſarily deſtroy the doctrine 
of his true and proper Deity, as the ſuppoſition 


of two or more different perſons in the one God 


muſt deſtroy. the doctrine of the unity. They 


are both equally repugnant to truth and reaſon, 


as well as to the plain and intelligible doctrine 


of our Saviour and his apoſtles. One, or either, 


of theſe ſuppoſitions muſt neceſſarily deſtroy the 
other. 


And, if we purſue this reaſoning a little fur- 


ther, it may, I think, be demonſtrated from the 
nature and reaſon of things, that, as no man 
can be God, in the true ſenſe, or uſual accepta- 


tion of that term, ſo neither is it poſſible for God 


to become a man, according to the uſe we make 
of this word in our common and ordinary ſpeech. 
For, as to man, he is made up of two finite 
parts, body and ſoul, and cannot therefore be 


finite and infinite at once. And as to God, what 


was once infinite, or omnipreſent, cannot be- 
come finite, or confined to any limited finite part 
of ſpace, and therefore cannot animate an hu- 
man body (F). —I acknowledge, indeed, that 

the 


/) The operation or influence of Deity may be conſi- 
dered, as acting upon the human frame and faculties, or 
upon any material /y/iem, which yet he cannot be properly 
and ſtrictly ſaid to inform or animate, We none of us know 
indeed, how, or in what imperceptible ways the ſupreme 


being 
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the union of the Son with the Father may be 
happily and eafily explained, in the moral and 
figurative ſenſe of that word; i. e. they are vir- 
tually, or in effect one, as they are perfectly 
united in harmony and conſent, —in acting upon 
the ſame principle, Lovz,—and in carrying on 
one great and benevolent deſign in the moral 
world. And, as to all metephyfical abſtruſe terms 
of diſtinftion and , explication, they can avail 
nothing towards ſetting the matter in any other 
light. Nay, they are ſo far from clearing our 
conceptions, or facilitating our enquiries upon 
this ſubject, that they even tend to ſubvert, and 
quite eraſe all our moſt obvlous and primary 
ideas. | 

I-am verily perſuaded, upon the whole, that, 
to entertain right and conſiſtent notions of the 
nature and conſtitution of our Saviour's perſon, or 
of his true and proper humanity, is a moſt ma- 
terial point in the ſyſtem of theology, v. 9. This 
will beſt explain whatever is ſaid of him, —rela- 
tive to his appearance and manifeſtation in the 
world, as the promiſed Meſſiah, — to his miracu- 


being may act upon mind or matter. This is above all hu- 
man finite comprehenſion. But thus much is clear, and 
it may ſuffice to ſay, that the ſou! of man may, by a free 
and voluntary act or exertion of its own, put a ball, a 
watch, or a clock into motion, which yet it des not, cannot 
be faid to arimate, as the ſoul does its own proper body. 
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lous birth and miniſtry, and all thoſe offices to 
which he was appointed, as the Reſtorer and Sa- 
viour of the human race. This will give us the 
trueſt idea of his humiliation, of his temptations, 
ſufferings, and death; of his admirable and per- 
fect example of obedience and reſignation ; of 
his reſurrection from the dead; of his prieſthood 
and interceſſion ; and of that high dignity, power 


and dominion, to which he is advanced at the 


richt hand of God. It is, I ſay, upon this 
principle, and upon no other, that we can fairly 
account for theſe, and the like hiſtorical facts. 
It perfectly well accords, in all reſpects, with 
every thing that the ſcripture revelation hath 
any where taught us concerning him. And hence 
It is, that I derive my moſt exalted idea of his 
true and proper character, as the Son of God, 
and the Saviour of the world. 

And, let no one raiſe any objection here; or 
ſay, that I mean to detract or derogate, in the 
leaſt, from the higheſt honours and titles that are 
any where given him in the ſacred writings. 
Theſe every where tend to impreſs our minds 
with the moſt venerable and worthy ſentiments 
of this great and extraordinary perſon : and I 
would always pay a proper and due regard to 
ſcripture teſtimony, and conſequently all due reve- 
rence to the men Chriſt Fcſus, as one that ſuſ- 


tained 


: 1 2 r 
/ IE AASA RCTS So - 


Humanity of Chriſt. 21 
tained the higheſt and faireſt character that ever 
appeared on the thearre of this world. I look 
upon him as a truly divine perſon, and the moſt 
virtuous of the human race; as one who was 
appointed by God to be the Redeemer, Law-gi- 
ver and Judge of mankind; and is nuw cxalted, 
in reward of his voluntary obedience unto death, 
to a ſtate and place of the higheſt dominion and 
glory, as Lord of angels and men, and of all 
created beings both in heaven and on earth.— 
And it ought not, ſurely, to offend any, when 
I fay, that this ſame Jeſus, thus highly honoured 
and exalted was a man. He was a par- 
taker of fleſh and blood in like manner as we 
are; and, as ſuch, he was ſubject to infiimities 
temptations and trials, like other men. Though 
he was not born in the crainary way of genera- 
tion, yet he was made of a weman, like one of 
us; and his uſual ſtile, %s of Nazereth, by 
which he was diſtinguiſhed from other men in 
the days of his fleſh, he did not diſdain to own, 
even in his ſtate of exaltation. Ads ii. 22. where 
he is called, a man approved of God. 

But let none, I ſay, imagine or ſurmiſe from 
hence, that I intend to leſſen or depreciate our 
Saviour's character by making him no more than 
a mere man. This, I acknowledge might be ob- 
jected to, as a low and diminutive expreſſion. 
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But the ſolution is eaſy: and it may ſuffice to 
ſay,—that, if he was more than a common and or- 
ainary man, (as all muſt allow, and ſcriptures 
every where repreſent him) he was nevertheleſs 
a true and real man (g). This then is a weak 
and frivilous objection, and muſt be very inju- 
diciouſiy urged by any who profeſs to make the 
ſcriptures the ſtandard of their faith, It cannot 
ſurely be thought, when I ſpeak of the huma- 
nity of Chriſt, that I mean to exclude or deny 
his true and proper Divinity, as the promiſed 
Meſſiah (h). No, as ſuch, he was a truly divine 
perſon, and bore an extraordinary divine charac- 
ter and commiſſion, being choſen and appointed 
by God, in an eminent ſenſe to every part of his 
peculiar office and miniſtry, 

With reſpect to heavenly gifts and ſs abi 
lities, as well as in moral worth and excellence, 


(g) So he was eſteemed by the ancient Fathers-—Homo 
werus & firmus, ſays Irenzus, advers. Hzres. lib. 5—and 
this is ſhewn to have been the opinion of Epiphanius, Juſtin, 
Martyr, St. Jerome, &c. They all maintained his true 
and proper humanity.—And, as to the Jews, they had no 
notion of their Meſſiah's being any more than a man. See 
H*hithy on Rom, ix. 5. as alſo Dr. Jortin's Diſſer. on the 
Chriſtian Religion, p. 17. zd Edit. See Heb. ii. 11. both he 
that ſanctifieth and they who are ſanctified, all of one, i. e. 
of one nature. | | 

(4) On this ſee the True doctrine of the New Teſtament 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt, p. 338. ad edit, 


he 
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he ſtood in the higheſt eſteem and favour with 
God, and was ſuperior to all the children of 
men, having the ſingular extraordinary preſence 
of God with him, as no other man ever had. 
It has been obſerved by a judicious and learn- 
ed writer, that by Chriſt, or Meſſiah, the Jewiſh 
people always meant one who had the ſpirit 
without ' meaſure, or in a greater meaſure than 
any of the other prophets, —a man endowed 
from above with power, wiſdom and vunder- 
ſtanding, ſuperior to all others, that he knew 
the whole council and will of God concerning 
the ſalvation of men; ſpake the words of God 
with full authorityz and wrought miracles of 
all kinds, and at all times, whenever he pleaſed; 
that he had the knowledge of all things, even 
the thoughts and characters of men, of things 
at a diſtance, and things to come : or, as the 
ſame reſpectable writer ſpeaks elſewhere, (upon 
comparing the ſcripture teſtimonies concern- 
ing him) „from all which it appears, that 
Jeſus is a man appointed, anointed, beloy- 
ed, honoured and exalted by God above. all 
other beings. See Letter on the Logos, p. 39.— 
Such was the greatneſs, the tranſcendent great- 
neſs of the man Chriſt Jeſus :—And yet ſome- 
thing further muſt be added, that tends very 
much to illuſtrate and heighten his character. 

It is remarkable, y. 9. and well worthy of 
obſervation, that our Saviour did not aſſume or 
B 4 aftect 
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affect, but rather diſcountenance and forbid, all 
wordly honours and titles; and that he more uſual- 
ly and frequently ſt:led himſelf the ſon of man, a 
form of ſpeech,as I take it, chiefly and for the 
moſt part, intended to denote, one of a mean and 
humble rank, or low condition. He never once 


_ appropriated any divine perfection to himſelf, but 


he every where aſcribed his ſupernatural diſcern- 
ment, his all penetrating knowledge, his aſtoniſh- 
ing wiidom and power to the Father. He ſome- 


times, indeed, acknowledged, or at leaſt, did 
not diſown and reject that higher title, the ſon 


of Cod, (i) or Meſſias, (Mark xiv. 61, 62. John 
Iv. 25, 26. chap. ix. 33, 36.) but he never ſtiled 
himſelf God. He did not covet or alpire to any 
high. title or prerogative: for, though he ap- 
peared in the form of God, or acted like a God 


in many reſpects, whilſt in this world, yet it is 


certain, at the ſame time, that, for the moſt 
part, he took upon him the form of a ſervant, 
And he acted, indeed, as ſucb, all along, through- 
out all his miniſtrations, even as a-ſervant to his 
Father who ſent him, and did never once at- 
tempt in any inſtance to make himſelf equal with 
God. He never ſaid, either directly or indirectly 


(i) How theſe two titles, the /on of man, and the /n of 
God, do perfectly agree, when aſcribed to one and the ſelf 
ſame perſon, Jeſus Chriſt, ſee Dr, Lardner's Sermons, the 
ſixth and ſeventh in vol, II. 


either 
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either to his friends or to his foes, or to any 
whom he taught in the days of his publie 
miniſtry, that he was God, much leſs, the one 
Cod; but, on the contrary, he guarded them, 
as much as poſſible, againit their believing, him 
to be ſo; as might be ſhewn in many inſtances, 
See John x. 30. which he explains, ver. 36. 

It is likewiſe to be obſerved, that whenever 


this title of God was given him by others, after 
his reſurrection, it is only to be underſtood in a 
reſtrained and limited ſenſe, or as a word of 
office, to denote that ſubordinate power and do- 
minion which God had given him, as the /n of 
man (k), Neither St. Paul, St. Thomas, nor 

the 


(4) If the Head of Chriſt is God, [fo ſays the apoſtle, 
1 Cor. it. 3. ch. iii. 23.] then our Saviour's headſhip or 
dominion could be only ſubordinate or acquired. Thus the 
word Gop, as Dr. Clarke and others have obſerved, is often 
uſed in ſcripture as a word of office, in a relative ſenſe, to 
ſignify dominion, dignity, and government. The word 
Elohim was uſed in like manner among the Jews.—Nor is 
the word, God, ever uſed in any other ſenſe, when applied 
to the Meſiah, either in the Old or New Teſtament, Thus 
] uncerſtand the language and ſtile of the exange ic prophet 
Iſaiah, ch. ix. 6, 7. where he makes uſe of theſe two grand 
magnificent titics amongſt others, the mighty God, the ever- 
laſting Father ; importing that, when the holy child, or 
fon, (us he is there called) that is, e/us ſhould appear in 
the end of the world, or at the end of the patriarchal and 
Jewiſh ages; he was to ſway a mighty and univerſal ſcep- 
ter, and have the rule and authority given him, as prince 
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the other apoſtles, did believe that he was God 
in any other ſenſe. - And indeed it ſhould ſeem, 
that. upon this account chiefly, (viz. his being 
raiſed from the dead to a ſtate: of honour and 
power) he was eminentiy ſtiled the Son of God. 
And the term God, when, or wherever applied 
to Jeſus Chriſt, cannot in ſtrictneſs, or in truth, 


bear any other, or any higher conſtruction. The 


words of ST. Paur, to this purpoſe, are very 
ſtrong and emphatical, Rom. i. 3, 4. Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſays he, was declared (i. e. with clear 
abundant evidence and demonſtration) to be the 


Son of God with power, by his reſurrection from 


of the kings of the earth. — And that he was alſo to be the 
everlaſting Father, i. e. the author and miniſter of a new 
diſpenſation, or a kingdom of truth, righteouſneſs, and 
peace, that ſhould laſt for ever. Thus was God pleaſed 


all along, and from the firſt ages, to diſtinguiſh the. 


man Chrift Jeſus, who, at his reſurrection from the dead, 


received a kingdom, and was conſtituted Lord of the 
dead and the living, of the viſible and inviſible worlds. 
He was appointed and empowered by his Father to conduct 
and carry on the various ſcenes of providence to their utmoſt 


completion. 


N. B. Some indeed bon thought that this paſſage in 


Iſaiah, ch. ix. 6, 7. cannot be a prophecy of Chriſt, 
becauſe it ſpeaks of a prince actually born at that time; 
and alſo, that the text may be probably underſtood of Hewe- 


kiab—-<< Unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is given; 


the wonderful counſellor, the mighty God ſhall name 


«« him the peaceable prince, — for ſo the Hebrew runs.“ 


See A brief Hiſtory of Unitarians, A. D. 1691, pages 19, 20. 
the 
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the dead. And the fame apoſtle tells us elſewheres 
that God, bis Father, highly exalted him, in 
reward of his obedience unto death, and gave 
him a character and title above all others, that 
in the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, and 
every tongue confeſs, that he is Lord; or ac- 
knowledge and ſubmit to him, as the appointed 
governor of all created beings both in heaven 
and earth, Phil. ii. 9, 10. And the words of 
Sr. PeTEr likewiſe, in his nervous and excel- 
lent addreſs to the Jews, are no leſs remarkable, 
Acts 11. 32—6. This Jeſus hath God raiſed up 
therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael know aſſu- 
redly, that God hath made that ſame Jeſus whom 
ye have crucified both Lord and Chriſt. And 
again, ch. v. 31. Him hath God exalted to be 
a Prince and a Saviour. That is, he then, f upon 
his reſurrection] took poſſeſſion of his kingdom. 
His Godhead and rule did then commence ; or 
he was then made Lord of all to the glory of 
; God the Father. He was then inveſted with 
2 power and dominion over all fleſn, and conſti· 
1 tuted the judge of the world. 


5 And this was the greateſt and loft teſtimony 
1 concerning himſelf, to which our Savioux any 
| where refers: he often making mention of this 
ſignal event to the Jews; or, at leaſt, hinting 
at it under one or other plain and obvious fimile, 


as a proef, or a moſt clear and convincing gn, 
that 
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that he was indeed- the perſon he pretended to 
be, and one whom God would honour,” by raiſ- 
ing him from the dead to the right hand of power 
and majeſty. (Mat. xii. 38. John ii. 18, 19. 
ch. iii. 14. and other places.) 

Our Saviour indeed had been declared to be 


the Son of God before, and whilſt he lived and 


converſed here on earth. He was anointed or 
endov ed with many extraordinary gifts and 
abilities, and gave the ſtrongeſt, cleareſt proof 
of his divine embaſſy; but he did not receive 
a plenary power, or full commiſſion, till after 
his reſurrection and aſcenſion, when he poured 
out upon his apoſtles, and others, the promiſed 
gifts of the holy Ghoſt. (Acts i. 4, 5. ch. ii. 4. 
ch. xiii. 33. Hcb. v. 5.) It was then, as he 
himſelf tells us, that al/ power was given him in 
heaven and in earth, (Mat. xxviii. 18.) Though 


he was crucified through weakneſs, [or through 


the appearance of weakneſs] as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 


yet he now liveth by the power of God, (2 Cor. 


X11L- 4.) that is, he was, through the common 
infirmities of human nature, liable to ſuffering, 
and-actually ſuffered death on the croſs ; but by 
the almighty quickening power of God, he was 
raiſed 'to hte again, and advanced to a ſtate of 
permanent unfading honour and felicity in tne 
kingdom of his Father. Though he appeared 
and ſhone forth in this world as a perſon divinely 

glorious, 


. 


Humanity of Chriſt. 29 
glorious, and acted as a God in exerting thoſe 
miraculous powers which God had given him; 
yet his divine and godlike character was more 
- Hluftriouſly diſplayed in conſequence of his reſur- 
rection and exaltation at the right hand of God. 
His Father then gave him dominion and glory, 
or a name above every name. 

And this is all that I can underſtand by his 
Godhead, even his lordſbip and dominion : or, he 
was God no otherwiſe than by his ſuperiority to 
all creatures. And, in this ſenſe, his Godhead is 
not to be diſputed, his Father having now made 
him head over all, or king and governor of the 
church univerſal; an office and honour that he 
will always maintain and ſupport, as the great 
arbiter of life and death to all the ages and gene- 
rations of mankind, as they ſucceſſively pals 
through: their reſpective ſtages of trial and mor- 
tality. And 1 am pretty confident, that all thoſe 
who ſpeak of our Saviour's Godhead in any other 
ſenſe can have no clear or conſiſtent ideas. — 
It was, I ſay, upon his reſurrection, or exal- 
tation, that an extenſive power and dominion 
was given him; or he was then made head over 
all things for the peculiar benefit of his church 
and people; and all things were delivered into 
his hands, as he himſelf and his inſpired apoſtles 
have aſſured us, (See John iii. 35. ch. v. 21, 22. 
Phil. ii. 9, 10. Heb. i. 2.) 


But 


mins 
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But notwithſtanding his advancement to this 


ſtate of high dignity, power and dominion, it 


does not appear from any one text in the New 
Teſtament, that he was eſſentially and truly God, 
or more than a man, though, as I ſaid before, 
greatly diſtinguiſhed and highly honoured above 
all other men. And this was the higheſt notion 
that the Jews, and the diſciples, ever had of 
Chriſt's being called the Son of God, and the king 
of Iſrael, even a Deliverer, a Saviour and Ruler; 
it being the redemption of Iſrael which they 
expected under the ſtile and character of Maſſiab. 
(John i. 49. () There are indeed ſome very 

pious 


(/) The prieſis, the elders, and the whole council of the 
Jews, when they ſought witneſs againſt Jeſus to put him 
to death, (Mat. xxvi. 59.) did not attempt to prove before 
Pontius Pilate, that he ever ſaid he was the ſon of God; or 
equal to him. All they charged him with, was, his endea- 
vouring to make the people believe, that he was the Chrift, 
the Sen of the blefied, or the choſen of God. (Mat. xxvi. 63. 
Mark xiv, 61. Luke xxiii. 35.) And what they reviled 
him* for when he hung upon the croſs was, that he who 
pretended to be the man who was anointed by God to be 
the Saviour of the world, could not ſo much as ſave himſelf, 
or come down from the croſs and ſhew himſelf to be their 
king. (Mat. xxvil. 41, 42, 43.) — Notwithſtanding the 


malicious infinuation of the Jews, (who it ſeems charged 


him with an impious arrogance in making himſelf God, 
John x. 31.) our bleſſed Lord was ſo far from aſſerting any 
ſuch thing, or teaching his di/cp/es any ſuch doctrine, that, 
on the contrary, * would not leave them without putting 
them 
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pious perſons who, after all that has been ſaid, 
would ſtill maintain that our, Lord was. a com- 
pound being (S Npores] or Ged. man in one 
perſon. But, I would ö aſk, where the text, or 
texts are to be found, that aſſert or ſpeak of two 
intelligent natures in the perſon of Chriſt? or 
where it is that the language of ſcripture ſup- 
poſes or implies any ſuch thing? Jeſus Chriſt was 
a ſingle intelligent agent; and being one intelligent 
agent is ſufficient to account for every thing that 
is any where ſaid concerning him, either during 


them in mind that God was his Ged as well as theirs, (John 
Xx. 17.)—And if he himſelf never once pretended to make 
himſelf God, or equal with God, why ſhould any of his 
profeſſed friends and followers bring, in eſſect, a /ike charge 
againſt him? A certain writer, who ſigns himſelf Phila- 
lc: hes, ſeems to argue here very juſtly; If, ſays he, 
amongſt that vaſt number of Jews who reſorted to him in 
the ſynagogue and in the temple, (See John xviii. 21, 22.) 
who had heard and known what doctrine he taught his 
diſciples, and who wanted to prove him a 5blz/phemer, not 
one charges him with ever having heard him ſay to his diſ- 
ciples, that he was God, is not that a plain proof that he 
never ſaid it? and if he never faid it, pray, upon what 
authority do we believe him to be to? If he never taught 
any ſuch doctrine to his diſciples, then they had no commiſſion 
from him to teach it; and if they had no eommiſſion from 
him to teach it, then neither they nor his apoſtles ever 
taught it; and if they never taught it, and we yet believe it, 
then we mutt own, that we do not believe it becauſe it was 
dn doctrine, but becauſe it is agreeable to the tradition 
and rudiments of our church,” | 


his 
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32 On the true and proper 

his abode on earth, or after his aſcenſion into 
heaven, when he was exalted to kingly power 
and government. Which would lead me to 
conſider more particularly, ſome of thoſe auguſt 
honours and titles which he ſuſtained after his 
reſurrection from the dead. But this muſt be 
conſidered in a ſecond part, as the ſubject of 
another letter. | 
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On the Style and Appellation given to 


our Saviour before and after his 
Reſurrection : Or, his Perſonal 
Character further conſidered. 


AVING, in the former part, conſidered 

Chriſt as a man, a prophet of the greateſt 
name and character, and eminently raiſed up by 
God to be the Saviour of mankind, I now pro- 
ceed to obſerve further, that under every office 
and title which he ſuſtained, and through every 
change of condition that he underwent, the ſacred 
writings conſider and ſpeak of him as a man, 
or one who partook of our nature only. (See 
Acts xvii. 31. Heb. x. 12. 1 Tim. ii. 5.) The 
deſign of the Evangeliſts in their writings, was 
chiefly to give us the hiſtory of his birth, life, 
and miniſtry here on earth; or of what paſſed 
from the time of his firſt appearance in the world 
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to the time of his ſuffering and death; but the 
apoſtles, in their writings, more particularly 
ſpeak. of him in his ſubſequent ſtate, when he 
entered upon kingly rule and government. And 
accordingly they aſſert his reſurrection from the 
dead, &c. to be a confirmation or ſeal to the 
truth of thoſe excellent doctrines which he taught 
during his publie miniſtry. And I cannot but 
think, that the manner and ſtyle in which all the 


ſacred writers ſpeak of him, both before and 


after his reſurrection, is worthy of notice, and 2 
matter of no ſmall importance, as it ſhews in 
what light and conſiſtency of character, we, his 
profeſſed diſciples, ſnould always learn to think 
and ſpeak of him, namely, as a man who was 


highly approved of God, and greatly honoured 


and rewarded by him. (Acts ii. 22, 36. ch. x. 


38. 40. and ch. v. 31.) 


And now, if we view ſome of the peculiar 


characters and titles, which were either given 


him by the evangeliſts during his reſidence on 


earth, or afterwards by his apoſtles when he was 


riſen, exalted, and glorified, it may help not 
only to ftrengthen and confirm what has been 


ſaid already, but alfo to throw, at the ſame time, 


the greateſt luſtre and higheſt honour upon our 
Saviour's character. Amongſt many others that 
might he mentioned, the following may anſwer 


my preſent purpoſe, and eſpecially as I appre- 


hend 


hend that they have been often miſtaken or miſ- 
applied. And here I ſhall advert to thoſe paſ- 
ſages, in particular, where our Saviour is ſtyled 
the /on of Gad, his well beloved, and only begotten 
ſon; and then to thoſe where he is called the firſt 
begotten, or firſt born from the dead, and the firſt 
born of every creature. 

As to thoſe titles, the ſon of God, &c. which 
were chiefly given or applied to him whilſt 
here on earth, they are far from importing 
that he was of the. ſame nature, eſſence, or 
ſubſtance with God; though this is what ſome of 
the ancient writers, as Tertullian, Novatian, and 
others have aſſerted ; very weakly arguing, that 
becauſe every ſor of man is of the nature of the 
man whoſe ſon he is, or one of the ſame kind, ſo 
the very reaſon of the thing, ſay they, requires 
us to believe him to be really and truly God who 
is from God, or hath God for his Father: not 
conſidering, that the nature of the ſubject 
ſpoken of, ſhould always dire& us what ſenſe we 
are to put upon ſcripture language: for, ma- 

ny words, when applied to ſubjects of a dif- 
| ferent kind, muſt have different meanings. To 
inſtance only in two words, darkneſs and light. 
In how different a ſenſe are they uſed by Maſes, 
when he is ſpeaking of the creation of this ma- 
terial world, from what they are uſed by ſaint Joby 
and other writers, when applied to the human 
C2 foul 
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ſoul or intellect? (See Eph. v. 8.) So it is in 
the preſent caſe. The idea of /on, when applied 
to man,. muſt be very different from what it is, 
when applied to God. When applied to man, it 
muſt neceſſarily imply a communication of na- 
ture, becauſe the nature of man is communicable : 
but it cannot import a like communication when 
applied to God, becauſe his nature or eſſence is 
incommunicable. | 

From hence it will follow, that this phraſe, 
the ſon of God, when applied to the man Chriſt 
Jeſus, can only be underſtood in a moral and 
figurative ſenſe, even as the words light and dark- 
neſs are in the text now mentioned. In other 
words, it does not ſignify a communication of 


fabſtance or eſſence, but agreeably to the ſcripture 


mode and dialect, the communication of a moral 
temper, ſpirit and diſpeſition. And to this pur- 
poſe our Saviour, in that remarkable converſa- 
tion which he held with the Jews, in the 8th 
chapter of John, readily admits that they were 
the natural ſeed of Abraham, ver. 37; but, at 
the ſame time, ſtrongly denies that they were 
his true genuine ſons, becauſe they were deſtitute of 
the good temper and diſpeition of Abraham; and 
were rather to be accounted children of the De- 
dil, as they appeared to be actuated and govern- 
ed by a worldly, perſecuting, and malignant ſpi- 


tit. See that paſſage at large, from the thirty- 
eighth, 


furtber conpucrea. +4 


eighth, to the fourty-fourth verſe, compared with 

the firſt epiſtle of John chap. v. 18, 19. 
Now, on the, other hand, the Tons of God 
are goed men; ſuch as are beloved of God and 
dear to him, as children who bear his moral 
image and reſemblance. Such was the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, in a conſpicuous and eminent ſenſe, 
Or we thus ſce in what ſenſe he was peculiarly 
ſtyled the /on of Cod; meaning hereby, a perſon 
of ſuperior moral worth and excellence. And, by 
the way, we are thus able to anſwer, with clear 
and ſatisfactory evidence, that queſtion which he 
put to the Phariſees, Malt. xxii. 42. What think 
ye of Chriſt? Whoſe ſon is he? or that which 
he put to his diſciples, whom ſay ye, that I, the 
ſon of man am? Malt. xvi. 13, 15.—The true 
and ſhore anſwer, is, that he was the Meffab, 
that great illuſtrious propher who was to come 
into the world, in purſuance of ancient prophe- 
cy. It is ſpoken of him as a man, (nor could 
any thing truly more great be ſaid of him) that 
he was a prophet mighty in deed and in word !— 
that he exhibited to the would, or to all the 
people of Judea, the moſt amazing miracles, 
and delivered the moſt ſublime and heavenly 
doctrines. No man cam do theſe miracles that 
thou doeſt, except God be with him?“ was the 
teſtimony of Nicedemus, a ruler of the Jews, 
Jobn iii. 2.— And, © never man ſpake like this 
C 3 man, 


R ḿ̃̃f a gm. . Ee 
= N - R — 
= a 1 — 4 A 


33 wif) Perſonal Character 


man, was the teſtimony of the Ferwiſh officers 
who were ſent to apprehend him; and their 
teſtimony was true. They ſpake of him as a real 
man, and a teacher who was of an eminent and 
diſtinguiſhed character, John vii. 46. And what 
Chriſt himſelf ſays of his meſſenger or herald, 
Jobn the baptiſt, might with much greater truth 
be applied to himſelf, that he was more than 2 
prophet, i. e. greatly ſuperior in dignity and of- 
fice to any prophet that ever appeared before 
him.—So that this title, the n of God, can be 
applicable to our Saviour no otherwiſe than, as 
a man, or, one of our nature. | 
Nor can any thing more be meant or intend- 
ed, when he is ſtiled God's well beloved ſon, and 


the only begotten of the Father. In ſcripture lan- 


guage, they are phraſes of like import. Only 
begotten very naturally and ſtrongly expreſſes an 
object of the fondeſt and tendereſt affection. 
Accordingly we are told, that Jeſus demon- 
ſtrated himſelf to John and others who beheld 


his glory, to be the only begotten, or the di- 


ſtinguiſhed favourite of heaven, Jobs i. 14, 18. 
—We read that the prophet Daniel was a man 
greatly beloved, —a character that may be ap- 
plied with the greateſt propriety and emphaſis 
to the man Chriſt Jeſus, of whom this ſame 
prophet ſpeaks under the fignal appropriate 
ſtile of Meſſiah the prince, or chief ruler, chap. 
ix. 


further conſidered. 39 


ix. 25. chap. x. 11, 19. Certain it is, that Jeſus 
was a man greatly beloved of the Father who 
ſent him, and who. upheld and ſupported him, 
as one that was choſen and dear to him, beyond 
all the reſt of the children of men. To which 
I may add, that the title or teſtimony of ell 
beloved ſon, which was given him at his . baptiſm, 
or inauguration, was afterwards confirmed by 
many ſigns and miracles in the courſe of his 
miniſtry ; but, above all, as I ſaid before, by 
his reſurrection from the dead, and his high ad- 
vancement to a ſtate of imperial honour and dig- 
nity, where he now ſits enthroned at his Father's 
right hand. Then it was that he received from 
God the Father honour: and glory in the moſt 
ſublime and eminent ſenſe, and every ſignal teſ- 
timony before given him 'in the days. of his 
fleſh, was then fully and completely ratifiec. -.. 
Which leads me to remark ſomewhat further, 
concerning the characters and: epithets that were 
more particularly given him after his reſurrec- 
tion: as for inſtance, the firſ# begetten, or the 
firſt born from the dead, and the firſt born of every 
creature: which phraſes, as I conceive, have no 
reference at all to any eternal, or other ſtate of 
exiſtence prior to his nativity ; but rather, that 
they ſignify the ſame as birth-right, - beirſhip, 
or a right of inberilance, in conſequence of his 
reſurrection from the dead, when he inherited 
EY | the 
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the higheſt honours and titles, and entered on 
the poſſeſſion of his heavenly Kingdom. And 
we Chriſtians are now called to contemplate 


the man Chriſt Jeſus, as the appointed Lord 


and heir of all things; and, as ſuch, to pay 
all due honour and worſhip to him. | 
The words firſt begotten, and firſt born cannot, 
I think, be fairly interpreted, or underſtood, in 
the ſenſe above mentioned, I mean, as referring 
to any prior ſtate of exiſtence, it being very 
plain, (as they ſtand in the text, or in the con- 
text) that they direfly and ſolely refer to his re- 
ſurrection: for he then, (or in that very inſtance, 
as it was a ſignal act of the divine power) was 
manifeſted to be the ſon of God, or the well- 
beloved, the only begotten of the Father.— 
And, as a man who ſtood in the higheſt favour 
with God, he had then a new and approved 
title given him to headſhip and dominion over 
all creatures. He then aſſumed the reins of go- 
vernment, and was conſtituted Lord both of the 
dead and the living, So I underſtand, nor can 
I any otherwiſe interpret thoſe words, in Col. i. 
15, where he is ſtiled, the firf born of every 
creature; which ſeemed to be explained in the 
18th verſe, where he is called the beginning, 
the firſt-born from the dead, that in all things 
he might © have the pre- eminence.— And this, 
] apprehend, will give us the true ſenſe. of the 
phraſe, 
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phraſe, namely, that Jeſus was the fitſt. born 
of every creature, as he was, upon his re ſurtec- 


tion from the dead. made Lord and head of the 
whole creation, or, the Lord and heir of all 
things | having the pre- eminente, or the rule and 
government of alt created beings put into his 
hands. | | | 
And we may here obſerve, by the way, that 
our Saviour is every where, after his reſurrec- 
tion, ſpoken of under ſuch high and magnifi- 
cent titles, as do greatly tend to illuſtrate and 
confirm this ſentiment; for it was then, but not 
before, that he was created Lord, and head of 
all principality and power, Col. ii. 10.—And 
this indeed is agreeable to what was foretold of 
him before his conception, that he ſhould 'be 
great, and be called the ſon of the higheſt, and 
that of his kingdom there ſhould be no end, 
Luke i. 31.—Accordingly, when he came into 
the world he was anointed with the holy Ghoſt 
and with power, and was hereby greatly diſtin- 
guiſned and highly honoured above his bre- 
thren. As he ſuſtained the meſt worthy and 
amiable character of God's well-beloved fon, fo 
he was diſtinguiſhed as fuch by the ſpecial ex- 
traordinary preſence and power of God with him. 
—And when he roſe from the dead, 'being then 
conſtituted the one Lord, his divinity and glory 
was moſt illuſtrious. He was then made higher 

than 


Hz 
| | 


* 5 0 * FY 
« Hr na a. 4 _ -- = A 8 % 7D l [ l 
=} F = U « 1 0 
= 1 o = \ N l 


* N 1 TY - 


1 | | = [1 
8 0 2 
1 


2 — — 
þ WT] <_d 
o 8 .& N 
4897 b 


r _ * — % 
= = - L1 = = La. IMS} SRD CRT MB cc www cows . — | . 
* W. 


* = 9 


— — - 


—— — . —— —ꝙꝗ＋᷑....—— 
— — — 1 — 
3 - p - - 


— _ - 
— —— A —᷑ ͥ ů— << — _—_— 


— — - 
_ — _— 


— 


"I Chris Perſonal Character 


than the kings of the earth, higher than all the 
princes and potentates of this world, being in- 
veſted with royal dignity and dominion; angels, 
authorities, and powers, things in heaven and 
things on earth, being all put in ſubjection under 
him: for we are expreſly told, that he was not only 
the firſt who ſhould riſe from the dead to a ſtate 
of abſolute- immortality z (i. e. never more to 
die), As xiii. 34. and xxvi. 23.) but alſo that 
to this very end he roſe again and revived, that 
he might be Lord both of the dead and the 
living; or obtain an univerſal ſovereignty and 
dominion, Rom. xiv. 9.—To which I might add, 
that, as his kingdom then began, ſo it was ſoon 
atter manifeſted by the many ſignal miraculous 
gifts and powers which accompanied the apoſtles 
and firſt preachers of Chriſtianity. 3 

But what we are, in a more particular man- 
ner, to notice and obſerve here, is, that Chriſt, 
by his reſurrection from the dead, became the 
author of a new, that is, of a moral and ſpiritual 
creation; by which figure, the ſtate of things 
under the goſpel is often deſcribed and ſooken 
of | in the New Teſtament (n). So I underſtand 
| that 


(*) This is the ſenſe that Grotius, Calvin, and Mr. Locke, 
and many others, even Athana/ins himſelf, have put upon 
the word created in that paſſage, Eph. iii. 9. and in Col. i. 
I5, 16.— And it has been obſerved that the original word 

| far 


further conſidered. | 41 
where our Saviour is (tled the beginning of the. 


creatian of God; ms is, of that new: ercation 


for make, create, be. ir in the three learned langvages and, 
eſpecially the Hebrew word Bara, are often uſed to Hgnily 
a moral and metaphorical creation. It is alſo obſervable, that 
the Hebrew language being deſtitute of compounded verbs, 


the words made and created are equivalent, with made. a-new, 


or created a-xeww, and that the word 1 in che original ſiggi- | 


fies, not only to bring into being, byt to put a nation or 
people into a better ſtate, or into a new and happier condi- ' 
tion, Iſa. xliii. 9. or to produce ſome new or ſurpriſing 
event, Numb. xvi, 30. See Dadar Ther, Hebrew Concor- 
dance. And the ſame learned and critical writer has 
made an obſervation ſimilar to this in explaining the lan- 
guage and {tile of the New Teſtament, The ſcriptural notion 
of a Father, ſays he, 1s one that confers a happy flate, or 
an exalted ſtate of exiſtence in oppoſition to that which is 
low or wretched: being born, is being raiſed to it; and 
both terms have relation to any change of ſtate far the better, 
The word regeneratian ſeems to be uſed in this moral f- 
guratiye ſenſe, Mat. xix. 28.— And agreeable to this, good 
men are ſaid to be the ſons of God, as they are the ſons of 
the reſurrection, or do attain a reſurreRion to eternal life, 
Luke xx. 36 —And with regard to this new generation or 
begetting, our Lord is ſtiled the firſt-hora from the dead, 
Col. i. 18. or he was born by bis relurrectiou, and thereby 
aſcertained to be the ſon of God in the higheſt and moſt 
diſtinguiſhed ſenſe, by God's, raiſing him on the third day 
to the glory of his exalted ſtate. See Taylor's key to the 
apoſtolic writings, [15] and his note on Rom, i. 4. as allo 
Patrobas's judicious remarks upon this ſubject in the Theo- 
logical Repolitary, vol. II. p..$5- Ke 
which 
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which God made by him, as his appoitited au- 
thoriſed miniſter'and agent; and over which he 
has given him the rule and dominion. Jeſus 
was the firſt and chief miniſter of life and ſalva- 
tion to all his ſpiritual ſeed. He is therefore 
ſtiled the head of the Chriſtian church, Col. 1. 
18.—the firſt begotten of the dead, Rev. i. 5.— 
and the firſt born among many brethren, Rom, 
viii. 24, 29. And fo I underſtand thoſe expreſ- F 
ſions, (Heb. i. 5, 6.) not of our Saviour's com- 2 
ing into the world at his nativity, but of his 5 
entering into glory, and taking poſſeſſion of the 
kingdom after his reſurrection. Our bleſſed 
Lord was, if I may fo expreſs it, ox by his 
reſurrection from the tomb or ſepulchre, on the 
| third day, to all his high honours and prefer- 
| ments in the heavenly world: and thus aſcer- 
tained to be the ſon of God in the higheſt and moſt 
diſtinguiſhed ſenſe. (n). He was then made pre- 
100 ſident I 
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(*] It has been obſerved to this purpoſe, that the naraler, 
or birth days of the Roman emperors ſignified not only 
their natural birth days, but likewiſe their c;vi/ birth days, 
or the time of their inauguration into the empire, which 
was called aatalis imperii,—And ſuch was the day of our 
Saviour's re/urreion, upon which he received his inveſtiture 
| into that ſovereignty which was the joy ſet before him under 
his ſufferings and death, Phil. ii. 6.—11.—He is ſaid to 
= have been begotten or born, on the day that he aroſe from 
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the dead: then was the decree declared, or that prophecy 
fulfilled, 
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further couſidered. 45 
went or chief over the houſhold and family of 
God, the chief in point of precedence. and pre- 
eminence, or the head of all true Chriſtians whom 
he is pleaſed to call, his brethren. 1 

And ſuch indeed are all ſincerely virtuous and 
good men. They are the brethren of Chriſt ; 
i. e. they are like to Jeſus the ſon of God, and 
bear the image of the Father who ſent him: 
for the Chriſtian name is as nothing without the 


divine nature; and herein it is that all true real 


Chriſtians reſemble their Lord and maſter. Be- 
ing renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, they 
walk in newneſs of life: or, righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs are what form their proper charac- 
ter and camplexion. They are ſanctified through 
the rruth, or the ſacred influence of the Chriſtian 


fulfilled, Pſa. ii. 7. comp. Heb. i. 5.—Our Savious was 
then ſolemnly inveſted with the regalia, and put in poſſeſſion 
of univeifal empire. The angels were commanded to wor- 
ſhip him as their Lord, and all power was put into his 
hands both in heaven, (his imperial city where he reigns 
with the Father) and in earth (the affairs of which he di- 
res tr the advantage and happineſs of his church and peo- 
ple.) Clritt was r born in a poor and low condition, and 
to a liſe cf forrow and ſuffering ;z his /econd birth was to ho- 
nour and immortality, and a kingdom that raleth over allt 
And in reipe& of both theſe, his , and /econd birth, he is 
in ſcripture itiled the Son of God. Upon this lee an excel- 


lent diſcourſe by Mr. Henry G-22:, on the Evidences of our 


Saviour's Reſurreftion, 
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"d6&rine, John xvii. 17. In other words, they 


are paſſed from death to kfe,—to'a new, a hea- 


venly and divine life, which is deſcribed in 
ſcripture under the metaphor of a reſurrection. 


For, © beſides the reſurrection of the body, 


which they expect hereafter, there is, as one ob- 


ſerves, a change, a vety great change that paſſes 
upon them in this life; or to ſpeak ſtrictly, the 


human nature in them is exalted into a conformi- 
to the divine. They are the brethren of Chriſt, 
not merely as deſcended from the ſame common 
Father of mankind, but as they are the ſons of 
God by adoption, or inheritance, and partake of 


a new and divine nature. Our Saviour at his 


birth pattook of their eh, by means of which 


he became related to all the fons of men; and 


in their regeneration he makes them to partake 
of his ſpirit, by virtue of which, the relation 


before common, becomes ſpecial. and appro- 


- priate. 


Or, to change the metaphor, Chriſt is as the 
head of the body natural, that is, the Saviour 
and the guardian of it. (Eph. v. 23, 24.) Sd 
ſays the apoſtle, God hath made him to be 
head over all things to the church, which is 


| his body, the fulneſs of him, (i. e. of God 


« the Father) who filleth all in all.” Eph. i. 
22, 23.— And hence it is, that Chriſt and true 
Chriſtians are ſaid to be filled with all the fulneſa 
of 
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of God, Col. i. 19. Eph. viii. 19. (o). That is, the 


life, the health, the vigour of the whole ſyſtem is 


from that one God who filleth all in all. Accord- 
ingly we read that all things are of God—and 
that God is in Chriſt reconciling the world unto 
himſelf, 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. and that Chriſt is of 
God made unto us wiſdom and righteouſheſs, 
&c. 2 Cor. i. 30.— Thus do the ſcriptures 


every where lead us · to diſtinguiſh betwixt God 


the Father and his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and to aſ- 
cribe every thing in the ceconomy of our re- 


. demption to God as the primary author and the 


firſt cauſe. The ſpirit, the life and efficacy of 


the whole diſpenſation is owing to him who 


4 


worketh all in all, 1 Cor. xii. 6. And we are to 


00 Whatever fulneſs our Saviour poſſeſſed, it pleaſed! the 
Father that all chat fulneſs ſhould dwell in him, Col. £ 9. 
Hence it is evident this fulneſs is derived from another, and 
therefore proves the poſſeſſor of it inferior to the Father 
who communicated it; ſo that, unleſs the ſame thing can 
prove one perſon both equal and inferior to another, this 
. fulneſs of the Godhead can never prove Chriſt equal to, 
muck leſs the ſame being with the F ather, who alone is God. 
— The fulneſs of the Godhead, Col. ii. 9. is of like import 


with all the fulneſs of God, Eph. iii. 19. And therefore this 


latter, which all believing Chriſtians may be filled with, will 

ptpve them to be God, as ſtrongly as the former, which 
it pleaſed the Father ſhould dwell in Chriſt, proves his ſu- 
preme Godhead. But the one is abſurd, therefore the other 
is ſo too. See an Eſſay towards a ' Demonſtration of” the 


Scripture Trinity, p. 151, 
7 aſcribe 
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| aſcribe it ſolely to his mercy and benevolence 
that we are now favoured with the privileges 
and bleſſings of the Meſſiah's kingdom and go- 


Vvernment. 


Now theſe incidental thoughts (which may 


be ſuppoſed a digreſſion) will, I hope, be ex- 


cuſed, as they tend to ſet the ſcripture phraſeo- 
logy concerning Chriſt in a juſt light, and will 
naturally lead us into the true ſenſe of the apoſ- 
tle, in thoſe paſſages to which I have had a more 
immediate referrence, particularly in Col. 1. 15. 
where he calls our Saviour the firſt born of every 
creature. Upon which text I would make a furs 
ther remark, namely, that there are many in- 
terpreters of note, who will not allow that the 
word, TpwreToxos, the firſt born, in this place 
denotes Chrift's eternal generation, or any ftate 
of prior exiſtence, but that it ſignifies the ſame 
as Lord, or a perſon in power who had the He- 
rogative of the firſt-born, or dominion over all 
his brethren; the farſt born in Jewiſh families 
having ſeveral peculiar honours and privileges 
above their brethren. 

Many of the Greek fathers have yet given us 
this comment upon the text, viz, © begotten be- 
fore the whole creation.” And to the like ſenſe 
many other writers of later date : as if Chriſt was 
the firſt of all created beings, the very firſt of 
them that exited, or the firſt that God ever made 

| or 
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or produced. Thus a modern author relates this 
and other ſimilar texts: This illuſtrious per- 
„ ſonage Jeſus Chriſt is the image of the inviſi- 
« ble ſupreme, the firſt being the Deity formed.” 
and elſewhere, Rev. xiii. 14. He is the true and 
faithful witneſs, © the very firſt being whom the 
« Deity called into exiſtence.” ¶ See a liberal tranſ- 
lation, &c.]—But this ſeems to me gratis dium, 
there being no juſt, no probable foundation for 
any ſuch opinion, either in reaſon or ſcripture; 
neither in this text or in any other. The rea- 
der may here very properly conſult H. Grotius, 
Dr. Hammond's Paraphraſe, and Le Clerc's Sup- 
plement to it. 

But what, I own, has given me moſt ſatis- 
faction, is a thought that has been ſuggeſted to 
me by the late Dr. William Harris, in his diſ- 
courſes on the Meſſiah, deſcribed in Iſaiah ix. 6. 


where he obſerves that the word Tpwreroxos, by a 


change in the accent, is ſometimes uſed by pro- 
fane writers, not in a paſſive but in an adlive 
ſenſe, referring in the margin to an ancient 
writer, 1/idori Peluſiotæ, lib. 3. epiſt. go. and 
thus by a ſmall alteration ſome would read the 
original word, Tpwroroos, putting the accent 
upon the penultima, and would accordingly ren- 
der it, not the firſt-born but the beginner, or the 
firſt ringer: forth, the immediate cauſe or the 
firſt begetter of all things; that is, of all things 

D in 
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in the yew creation. This ſeems to me moſt 
agreeable to the ſcope and connexion of the place, 
and will very well accord with the following 
verſes, (16, 17, 18.) where Chriſt is mentioned 
as the producer, or the efficient of all things, 
viz. as they now ſtand under the Chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation, which is ſpoken of in fcripture as the 
future, or the laſt age, i. e. the age of the Meſ- 
ſiah, called the world to come, which is now put, 
(as the writer to the Hebrews tells us) not in 
ſubjection to, or under the diſpoſition of angels, 
but under the direction and dominion of the Son 
himſelf (Heb. ii. 5.)—Jeſus, the promiſed Meſ- 
ſiah, is now, under God, or by his Father's 
appointment, the author and cauſe, the Father. 
and founder of the Chriſtian church and family. 
Ir is to him, and not to angels, that the Deity has 
aſſigned the ſovereign direction, having put all 
things under his immediate conduct and govern- 
ment. Now this, in my view, is the the moſt 
natural and eaſy interpretation of the original 
word, and will give us the true ſenſe of the 
place. ; N | 

To which I may add, that there are ſeveral 
other words in the New Teſtament, which, in 
their original meaning, plainly denote the ſame 
thing, and convey the very lame idea; namely, 
that Jeſus was the b2ginner, as well as the head. 


and chief of the new creation. See in parti- 
cular, 


| - 8 


further confidered. G1 
cular, Acts iii. 15. Heb. v. 9. ch. xii. 1. where 
the original words do evidently import, that 
Jeſus was the cauſer, the introducer, the leader- 
on and perfecter of a new and better diſpenſation, 
having to this end an extraordinary and divine 
legation, ſuperior to that of Moſes, or any of 
the ancient prophets. 


And, laying theſe thoughts together, I ſhould 


reckon it hardly poſſible to miſtake the true and 
genuine ſenſe of this, as well as the other cha- 
racters and titles that are given to our Saviour in 
the New Teſtament. It ſhall ſuffice to ſay, that 
they are all peculiar to Chriſt as a mH, or one in 
our nature : nor ſhall we able upon any other 
ſuppolition, to put any rational or eaſy conſtruc- 
tion upon them. It was as a man, and in order 


to ſave man, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the 


world, or was raiſed up by God according to an- 
cient prophecy, to ſuccour and relieve his bre- 
thren of the human race; even all, of what 
country or parentage ſoever, whether Greek or 
Jew, whether bond or free. Hence it is, (and 
lo I underſtand the apoſtle when he tells us) that 
Chriſt is all and in all, i. e. the Saviour of all them 
that believe; there being no difference or diſtinc- 
tion now made betwixt any who cordially em- 
brace the religion” of Jeſus, and live up to the 
precepts of the Goſpel. — And thus one grand 
comprehenſive ſcheme of benevolence and mercy 
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between the Father and the Son, is jointly car- 
ried on and executed in favour of all the dege- 
nerate and ſinſul race of mankind, 

Upon the whole, this phraſe, the firſt-begot- 
ten, or the firſt- born, though it is figuratively 
uſcd, muſt, by an caſy and fair conſcruction, 
be here underſtood to imply our Saviour's true 
and proper humanity, even as the firſt born of 
any creature always denotes its being of the ſame 
kind, or the fame ſpecific nature. And, in this 
light, as I now faid, Chriſt and all true CF. trans 
are brethren, i. e. they are not only born or rege- 
nerated by the word and ſpirit of God to a new 
and divine life here, in conformity to his r-ſur- 
rection from the dead, but to the chearful re- 
viving hope of another and better life, eternal 
in the heavens.—And thus the ſeveral characters 
or epithets now mentioned appear to me in a 
very obvious, eaſy and ſtriking light. They all 
perfectly agree and center in one and the ſame 
perſon, even the man Chriſt Jeſus, who was born 
into the world like one of us, and who lived and 
died and roſe again as our fore-runner, the au- 
thor and finiſher of the faith, the exemplar, the 
pledge and ſecurity of our final everlaſting hap- 
pineſs in the kingdom and preſence of God, 
Heb. yaw. cb, Mi. 2. | 

Jeſus was a man, one made like unto us for 


all the purpoſes of our ſalvation, though he was 
at 


further confidered. 53 
at the ſame time, in a high and peculiar ſenſe 
the Son of God, and had, as ſuch, tne moſt 
hon urable and diſtinguiſhing titles given him. 
In other words, he was truly the Sonu of man 
as well as the Son of God, which are two phraſes 
perfectly conſiſtent with each other, being only 
two names for one and the ſame perſon. The 
higheſt elagiums are given him under one cha- 
racter as under the other; and they are all, as 1 
now ſaid, peculiar to the man Chriſt Jeſus. He 
was therefore emphatically ſtiled the Sen of 
God, which is always underitood to denote, a 
perſon of the greateſt eminence and diſtinction. 
He was the fon of prophecy and of promiſe, in 
whom all the nauons of the earth ſhould be 
bleſſed. He was diſtinguiſhed, as ſuch, from all 
the reſt of mankind by his wonderful conception 
and birth, as well as by the ſignal labours of his 
life and miniſtry. Of all the ſons of God, or of 
all good men, he was one that ſtood in the higheſt 
favour with God, and had the higheſt honours 
conferred upon him. He was abundantly en- 
riched with ſupereminent gifts; and by his mira- 
culous works of power and grace, he gave the 
molt compleat teſtimony to his divine character 
and miſuon.— And, what crowns all, upon his 
reſurrection from the dead, he obtained or ac- 
quired univerſal lordſhip and dominion over all 
crextures, the higheſt angels or dynaſties not 
D 3 excepted 
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excepted. So an inſpired writer tells us, (Heb. i. 
35 4, 5.) He was made fo much better than the 
angels, as he had by inheritance obtained a more 
excellent name than they : for to which of the 
ahgels ſaid he, at any time, (or where in ſcrip- 
ture do we meet with any ſuch language relative 
to them, or to any one, even the higheſt angelic 
orders, as this) thou art my ſon, this day have I 
begotten thee ? Which leads me, by way of 
corollary, to make one or two reflections of ſome 


importance. 


REFLECTIONS. 


TN the jt place, this may help to give us a 


determinate and clear idea of our Saviour's 
true and proper character. Or it may ſhew us, 
in other words, who, and what manner of man 
he was; and that the greateſt, the higheſt cha- 
racteriſtic, by which he was known and diſtin- 
cuiſhed from all other men, was, the So of God. 
This was certainly the moſt comprehenſive and 
expreſſive title, and what ſuppoſed or included 
in it every other, even the higheſt names of 
honour and diſtinftion that we any where meet 
with in the ſacred writings, either of the Old or 
New Teſtament. Jeſus was the Son of God, 


xc&T ton, by way of eminence, He is ſtiled 


the Son of the Bleſſed, the Son of the higheſt, the 


Son of the living Cod. And this language, I 
a would 


further conſidered. £5 
would obſerve, is eaſy to be underſtood. It docs 
not import, as I ſaid before, that he was of the 
nature or eſſence of God: but his Sonſhip was a 
name or title which God had decreed to give him 
all along, and from the very firſt, by way of 
preference and ſuperiority to all others who have 
been ever named or denominated the ſons of 
God. And it is applied to him by the tacred 
writers, with altogether as much emphaſis and 
propriety after his reſurrection, as that other title, 
the Son of man was, which he uſually adopted, 
when ſpeaking of himſelf, during his office and 
miniſtry in this world. 
And this language, I ſay, is eaſy and intelli- 
gible. The ſon of God is a ſcriptural phraſe, 
but not God the Son; no ſuch words being ever 


uſed or applied to Chriſt during his whole public - 


miniſtry. The Sprrit of God allo is a ſcriptural 
phraſe, but nor God the Holy Ghoſt. The other 
mode of ſpeaking 1s highly improper and unin- 
telligible, as well as unſcriptural ; and I muſt 
leave it to thoſe who affect to deal in myſtery.— 
The whole matter turns upon one ſingle point, 
which 15 indeed the baſis of all true religion, 
namely, that there is and can be but one God, 
even 1he Father, who is ſupreme over all, who 
has no rival, competitor, or equal. All other 
beings are, in nature and kind, in eſſence and 
perfection, inferior and dependent, and in all 
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things ſubordinate to the one God, the great 
parent of univerſal nature.—-The doctrine there- 
fore of a God-man conſtituting one perſon ; as 
well as the doctrine of a trinity in unity, is, in 
truth, no better than an affront to reaſon, and 
a burleſque upon ſcriptures. 

It has been ſaid, (how far it is true I'll not 
pretend to ſay) that there are thouſands in the 
world who abandon Chriſtianity, and millions 
who reject it, upon account of our teaching that 
God is a triple being, or more than one.——How- 
ever, it is but too plain, that there are many 
proteſtants who in this article ſymbolize with the 


papiſts. Theſe latter are ſo firmly fixed and 


bigotted to the doctrine of /ranſubtantiation, and 
tell us, that it has been ſo long taught and 


_ eſtabliſhed by many pious and learned men of 


their church, that it is now become needleſs, and 
even dangerous, to call the truths of it in queſ- 
tion, or to examine and pry any farther into it. 
A certain remark, therefore, which I have often 
met with, is both ſhrewd and pertinent, viz. 
that in more articles than that of tranſubſtan- 
tiation, there are many at this day, even in a 
proteſtant country, who are not aſhamed of 
adoring, as a myſtery, a doctrine which they 
would otherwiſe explode as a contradiction, And 
I think indeed it may be ſafely aſſerted, that the 
doctrine which has been commonly taught and 

received 
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received in the firſt ages, which I here refer to, 
is utterly inconiiſtent both with ſcripture and 
reaſon. And we cannot ſurely avoid ſeeing, if 
we do not wilfully ſhut our eyes, what a train of 
evil and pernicious conſequences muſt neceſſarily 
flow from harbouring ſuch opinions, which have 
nothing but cuſtom, ſecular intereſt, and worldly 
policy to ſupport them. I would only mention 
one ſhort query under this head, viz, whether 
our putting Chriſt upon a ſameneſs or level with 
the Father in acts of worſhip, or our addreſſing 
the Father, Son, and Spirit, in any doxology, 
as the one God, can be fairly juſtified, either 
upon the foot of reaſon or of divine revelation ? 

But my SzconD reflection may poſſibly carry 
in it greater ſtrength of evidence and farther con- 
viction. And that is, — to what great lengths do 
many run their miſtaken notions in theology, or 
in true ſcripture divinity, when they make their 
direct and immediate, if not ſole addreſſes to 
Chriſt, to the neglect and diſhonour of the one 
living and true God; hereby making the ſon not 
only equal, but even ſuperior to the Father who 
tent him? — A wide and important difference 
ought certainly to be made between the man 
Chriſt Jetus, though now exalted at the right 
hand of power, and him who is the only true 
God, the Father Almighty. For moſt certain 
it is, that God is our primary and principul Sa- 

viour z 
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viour; though many, even of the reformed 


church, Calviniſts and others, do make their 


addreſſes to Chriſt, not only as the one Saviour, 
but the one God. And indeed almoſt all modern 
Chriſtians, as one obſerves, ſeem to mean and 
underſtand by the term Saviour, Chriſt alone : 
Him they call upon to ſave them; ſeldom, per- 
haps, if ever mentioning, or thinking of any 
other Saviour, and aſcribing little or nothing to 
the one God and Father of all. But how diffe- 
rent, ſays he, 1s this from the ſtile and ſentiments 
of Paul, Peter, John, and the other apoſtles, 
who in their writings every where apply the title 
of Saviour to God in the higheſt ſenſe, and to 
Jeſus Chriſt only in an inferior ſenſe? And yet 
the Moraviaus, in their printed hymns, gene- 
rally omit God their Saviour, and pay their prin- 
cipal or ſole worſhip to the Lamb; acting herein, 
not only without, but againſt all ſcripture autho- 
rity, * [See a Scripture Account of the Attri- 
buces and worſhip of God,. 1750.] | 

The apoſtles of our Lord teach us to praiſe 
and magnify God our Saviour, who raiſed up and 
ſent Jeſus Chriſt into the world, to act as his 
minitter, inſtrument, or agent, in conveying the 
oreateſt bleſſings to manxind ; He, that 1s, God, 
being the original author and cauſe of ſalvation, 
yea, of all other ſaviours, even Chriſt himſelf. 


The Virgin Mother magnified the Lord, ſtiling 


God 
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God her Saviour, before Jefus was born, Luke 1. 
47, 48. And it is obſervable, that the great 
multitude, mentioned by St. John in the Reve- 
lations, (ch. iv. 9, 10.—) deſcribe and diſtin- 
cuiſh Gol trom Jeſus Chriſt, under the high and 
appropriate character of him that /{/te:b'upon the 
throne. 

To which I may add, that there are many 
remarkable paſſages in the New Teſtament which 
very plainly and clearly ſupport the diſtinction 
that we ſhould always make between the Father, 
or the one ſupreme God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
he hath ſent; and wherein they are mentioned 
under ſpecial diſtinguiſhing names and characters, 
(John xvii. 3. 1 Cor. viii. 6. Eph. i. 1, 2, 3. 
Acts v. 30, 31. 1 Tim. i. 2. and many others.) 
And it ought not to be overlooked, that Chriſt 
Iiuntelt prayed to God, as his Saviour, and was 
herein, no doubt, a proper example to us, and 
to all Chriſtians, teaching us to pfay, as he did, 
to God alone, he being the only proper object of 
religious worſhip, —Beſtics other texts, (as Mat. 
xXV3. 39. John xii. 27.) fee in particular Feb. 
v. 7. Which is a very remarkable paſſage. And 
as it greatly tends to ſtrengthen and corroborate 
all that has been hitherto ſaid concerning our 
Saviour's true and proper humanity, I ſhall beg 


leave to make ſome comment or deſcant upon it. 
And 
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And we have here, I think, no room to doubt, 
but that the author of this epiſtle had in his eye 
thoſe earneſt prayers which Chriſt made to his 
Father during his laſt ſufferings, and under the 
apprehenſion and proſpect of his approaching 
death. Our Lord, in the days of his fleſh, 
(fays this writer) offered up prayers and ſuppli- 
cations with ſtrong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to ſave him from death, and was 
heard, [ro 1 NA EH,S in that he feared. Two 
different interpretations have been put upon this 
laſt clauſe of the verſe. And though I cannot 
poſitively aſcertain which is the more true and 
exact ſenſe, yet I cannot but think that both of 
them do happily correſpond, and greatly tend 
to explain and illuſtrate each other. Dr. 1/hitby, 
Peirce, and ſome others, underſtand it thus,— 
He was ſo heard, as to be delivered from his 
fears, being ſoon recovered from the death he 
feared, by a ſp#edy reſurrection or reſtoration to 
life. And thus he was heard in (or in reſpect to) 
the very thing he feared, that 1s, though he was 
not excuſed from drinking of the bitter cup, or 
from dying on the croſs, yet he was ſo far heard, 
as to be ſpeedily delivered from the dominion of 
death and the power of the grave, to a ſtate of 
immortal honour and felicity. And all his prayers 
being thus anſwered, his innocent foul was no 


more uneaſy or diſturbed at the apprehenſions of 
death, 
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death, but was perfectly freed from all fear on 
that account, and from all thoſe unknown ago- 
nics and ſorrows which he underwent in the latter 
ſcenes of his lite. 

Now this will appear to be no bad comment, 
if we take the original word in its primary ſenſe. 
Bur I rather fall in with the other, and would 
adopt the ſecondary ſenſe of the word, evaatua, 
as denoting not ſo much a natural fear or diſmay 
at the thoughts of dying, as a religious fear and 
reverence of the Deity, or, (as 1t 1s in the origi- 
nal, and our tranſlators have it in the margin) 
he was heard pro reverentid ſud, i. e. he was 
heard for his piety and devoticn : for ſo a word 
of ihe ſame original, the adjective ven, is 
tranſlated juſt and devout (Luke ii. 25. Acts 
Ii. 5. ch. viii. 2.)—Our bleſſed Lord had a reve- 
rential and great regard to the will of his Father 
through the whole courſe of his life and miniſtry ; 
and at laſt he meekly reſigned himſelf to ſuffering 
and death without murmuring or complaint. 

Taking the word in the former ſenſe, it is no 
wonder, that, being a man as we are, he had 
thoſe reluctances and feelings of body and mind 
which are common to human nature, even in its 
beſt eſtate. And ſuch indeed was the ſenſibility 
of our Lord's frame, that he could not but be 
affected with ſorrow, grief, and fear, and with 


all thoſe ſenſations and appetites which we, and 
all 
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all mankind are more or leſs ſubject to in this 
embodied ſtate : for Chriſt himſelf had true and 
real, though not ſinful fleſh, (Heb. iv. 15.) He 
was made and born of a woman, and was con- 
ſequently found in faſhion, or made in the like- 
neſs of man, though he knew no ſin. But hav- 
ing a fleſhly animal body, and a human foul as 
we have, he was in all other reſpects obnoxious 
to the ſame infirmities as we are, 

This then is what deſerves notice in the fr/? 
place, that our Saviour here prays as a man, one 
that partook of fleſh and blood ; and being truly 
man, he was conſequently ſubject to temptations 
and trials of various kinds, as well as other 
men. All the ancient prophets ſpeak of him as 
4 man; one of them deſcribes him as a man of 


ſorrows and acquainted with grief; deſpiſed, af- 


dicted, and cruelly treated. We find this, as 
well as all other things that were foretold con- 
cerning him, remarkably verified in the goſpel- 
hiſtory. And it is very obſervable, what this 
ſacred penman immediately adds in the follow- 
ing verſe, —that notwithſtanding Chriſt was a ſon, 
2 well-beloved ſon, he learned obedience in the 
days of his fleſh, by going through a ftare of 
ſuffering. | | 
Which leads us to obſerve in the next place, 
that our Saviour here prays, not merely as a man 


under affliction and ſorrow, but as a truly r7gh- 
teous 
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teous and good man, with a filial humble truſt and 
confidence in God, that he would help and 
relieve him under all his fears, and ſoon raiſe 
him to a ſtate of high honour and favour at his 
right hand. Thus was Chriſt heard in that he 
feared. God his Father heard his cry and 
granted his requeſt, and his obedience and re- 
ſignation even unto death were highly honoured 
and rewarded. Now theſe obſervations we ſee 
are all directly to our preſent purpoſe, as they 
tend to ſtrengthen and corroborate what has been 
ſaid upon our Saviour's prayer at the cloſe of his 
public miſſion,—And, if I ſhould here ftop to 
make ſome practical uſe of this important thought, 
the reader, I hope, will excuſe it, 


PRACTICAL USES. 


iſt. E have, throughout our Saviour's 
whole life, and eſpecially in the 

concluding ſcenes of it, an admirable example 
of a filial dependence and truſt in God; an en- 
couraging example of perſevering piety and obe- 
dence proper to inſtru and animate us, and all 
his followers, to act as men, as reaſonable beings 
ſhould do, with a ſuitable decorum and dignity, 
in diſcharging thoſe reſpective offices and em- 
ployments in life, to which the providence of 
God hath called us. We have here an- excellent 
and 
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and amiable pattern of faith, and good works, 
and of every virtue; and, in particular, of that 
dutiful and becoming ſubmiſſion which we all 
owe to the will of God, our heavenly Father, 
under the ſevereſt trials that can befal us in this 
ſtate of diſcipline and probation. — Now this was 


an example peculiarly fitted for men, creatures 


of our own make and frame, and well adapted 
in all reſpects to our ſituation and circumſtances 
in this world. And Jeſus himlelf being a man, 
ſent by God on purpoſe to reſtore, inſtruct and 
ſave mankind, it was doubtleſs deſigned to teach 
us many uſeful and important leſſons of a moral 
kind ; ſuch as theſe. 

2dly, It ſhould teach us, v. g. to expect and 
look for trials and afflictions in this world, and 
how to live ſo as to ſecure the favour of God 
when we come to die.—lIt ſhould teach us to 
imitate and draw forth into life, as far as may 
be, his moſt excellent, amiable, and perfect cha- 
rafter ;—to ſhew the fame zeal, diligence, and 
fidelity in ſerving God and our generation as Je- 
fus himſelf did,—to employ our time and all 
our abilities and talents in doing good;—to livk 
by faith in God .and another world ; — to be 
earneſt in ſupplication and prayer to our Father 
in heaven; — to bear our lot in the world, 
whatever it be, with patience, humility, meek- 
neſs, and an intire reſignation to the wiſe ap- 
| pointment 
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pdintment and good pleaſure of God under every 
afflictive and diſcouraging event, having always 
a reſpect, as he had, to the bright recompence 
of reward in another life. In a word, was 
he, the divine Jeſus, a pattern of all righteouſ- 
neſs, of univerſal charity and benevolence, we 
ſhould hence learn how we ought to walk and to 
pleaſe God in all the duties of a good life.—And 
was he, the holy one of God, heard for his re- 
erence and devotion, and for his ready and 
chearful obedience to the will of his Father 
who ſent him, we may here ſee the efficacy 
and ſucceſs of fervent prayer; the happy end 
and iſſue of an upright life and converſation. 
Thus did the man Chriſt Jeſus, as well as St. 
Paul, and other holy men, (though in a far ſu- 
perior and eminent degree) fight the good fight 

of faith, and finiſh his courſe with joy. 
2:1ly, Which leads me to obſerve, that he 
hath alſa taught us how to behave,—as in all the 
ſervices and trials of life, fo in the neareſt pro- 
ipeX and view of death; directing us to addreſs 
our prayers, as he did, to that ſupreme almighty 
being who is able to deliver and fave us in every 
exigence and diſtreſs, and to afford us every 
neceſſary cordial ſupport under all our feel- 
ings, afflictions and fears, in this ſtate of trial 
and mortality. I have, ſays he, glorified thee 
on earth. I have finiſhed the work which thou 
gavelt me to do, and now, O Father, glorify 
E thou 
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thou me, &c. This was the plain and genuine 
language cf conſcious virtue and integrity, and 
it carries in it an air of inward ſatisfaction and 
triumph upon the review of his paſt life and 
miniſtry, Much like this is that lofty and ſu- 
blime ſtile of the royal prophet, expreſſing his 
faith and hope, his humble confidence and joy 
in God, Pla. xvi. 8.—I have ſet the Lord al- 
ways before me—therefore my heart is glad, 
and my glory rejoiceth. Thou will not ſuffer 
hy holy one to fee corruption, but will ſhew 
me the path of life: in thy preſence is fulneſs 
of joy, &c. How ſhould this excite us all to 
live as it becometh men and Chriſtians, the pro- 
feſſed diſciples of the holy Jeſus, endeavouring to 
walk as he walked ? We may then rejoice in the 
bleſſed hope of a glorious reſurrection as he did, 
and chearfully commit our departing ſpirits into his 
hands, in all the humble confidence of prayer, 
and with a full aſſurance of faith. looking for 
a ſtate of glory, honour, and immortality in the 
kingdom of God. 

Now—it would be very natural to aſk here, 
how we can poſſibly derive any ſuch encourage- 
ment and conſolation from what is ſaid of Chriſt 
in this, or in any other text of the New Teſta- 
ment, but upon this ſuppoſition, that he was a 
man, a real man like one of us, and one deſign- 
ed and raiſed up by God to be our great exem- 


plar and pattern, our inſtructor and our guide in 
the 
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further conſidered. 45 


the way to heaven, that ſtate of conſummate 
happineſs and glory which awaits all the chil- 
dren of God, all the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus. 
He could never be ſaid to apply himſelf to God 
ia this prayer as his Saviour, his rewarder, any 
otherwiſe than as one of the ſame nature with 
us. Nor can we conſider him, with the leaſt 
truth or propriety, to be, in any other light, an 
example to us: particularly an example of 
humility and devotion, of reverence and ſub— 
miſſion. Accordingly we may obſerve, that 
when he was exerting the moſt ſignal unparallel- 
ed acts of a miraculous power, he was ſo far 
from aſcribing any thing to himſelf, that he al- 
ways appeared in the character of a /upplicant, 
or a depencont, making all his addreſſes, all his 
acknowjedgments, to the Father, from whom he 
received all his powers and credentials. It is 
evident therefore, that he muſt have been a very 
different being from the one God who ſent him; 
to ſay nothing of the many intimations to this 
purpoſe, which he often gave his diſciples when 
he perſonally converſed with them. 

His prayers, in particular, do all ſtrongly de- 
monſtrate, that he had deeply fixed upon his 
mind this great principle of all true religion, 
dix. that his Father was God and he alone. Sce 
Mat. iv. 10,—And it is obſervable, that this 
whole ſeventeenth chapter of St. John's goſpel, is 
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one continued prayer to God in behalf of him- 
{c}f and his diſciples; and that in the third verſe, 
particularly, he ſtiles his Father the only true God, 
in contrudiction to himſelf, who was ſent by the 
only true God, that ſupreme almighty being, who 
firſt gave him his commiſſion, and afterwards con- 
Armed it by many ſignal and repeated teſtimo- 
nics in the courle of his miniſtry. 

It ſhall ſuffice to obſerve that, from what has 
been ſaid, we fee the truth and importance of 
theſe, and ſuch like principles; vix. that Chriſt 
was a perſon or being, not only diſtin from the 
Father, but nie ] to him, that ſtrict and pro- 
per Deity is, and can be, ut one, and is appro- 
priate to the Father alone, —that the Deity of 
the Father and the divinity of the fon, are diffe- 
rent and diſcinct ideas, that Jeſus Chriſt, though 
he ſtiled himſelf the fun of man, was neverthe- 
leſs, truly and eminently ſpeaking, the ſon of 
God, as he bore a moſt amiable and excellent 


character, and was highly diſtinguiſhed above all 


his brethren of the human race, —that proper 
Deity and humanity are ſuch incompatible ideas 
that they can never appertain to any being ſo as 
to conſtitute or denominate one ſingle perſon or 
individual, — that the unity and ſupremacy of 
God, the Father, mould be always laid down 
as an eternal truth, a fixed and immutable prin- 
ciple, from which we ſhould never deviate in 
any of our theojogical enquiries, —and finally, 

that 
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that much will depend upon our having right 
and juſt notions of the peculiar diſtinct charac- 
ters of the Father and the ton; in what order and 
degree they ſtand, with regard to one another, 
and what 1s their proper joint agency and con- 
cern in the ceconomy of redemption, or in the 
affair of our ſalvation, as it is repre ſented to us 
in the ſacred writings. 

A great deal, I ſay, will depend upon our hav- 
ing ſome clear and ſettled notions in this matter. 
For unleſs we endeavour to keep our ideas of 
Father and ſon diſtinct, the ſcripture doctrine 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt will be involved in much 
darkneſs and obſcurity. And it is in conſequence 
of a general prevailing error in this capital point, 
that we have had ſuch abuiive repreſentations 
given us of pure and primitive Chriſtianity, 
inſomuch that its original beauty and ſimplicity 
are hardly to be diſcerned amidit the many erro- 
neous tenets which have long disfigured and de- 
baſed the true and genuine doctrines of Chriſti- 
anity. And this may be ſome apology for my 
dwelling ſo long on the preſent argument“. In 

one 


* I can fincerely ſay, upon the whole, that I have en- 
deavoured to ſet our Saviour's perſon and character in what, 
| apprehend, to be the true light, and agreeable to the har- 
monious language and ſenſe of ſcripture. And though ſome 
ray poſſibly think, that I have been too circumſtantial and 
prolix, or have too often repeated and urged che ſame ſenti- 
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one word, it ſhould always be remembered, as 
an undeniable truth, or poſtulatum, that the uni- 
ty of Cad is a principle that runs through every 
part of the Bible; that it is, as I ſaid in the be- 
ginning, the grand fundamental doctrine of the 
Patriarchal, Moſaical, and Chriſtian deſpenſation, 
and what ought to be ſtrictly maintained againſt 
all human authority, civil or eccleſiaſtical; it 
being an Biſtorical truth, that when once this 
great and primary article began to be conteſted 
in the fourth and fifth centuries, other groſs cor- 
ruptions followed a- pace; till, at laſt, popery, 
with all its train of abſurd opinions and ſuper— 
titious rites, was eſtabliſhed. —And the ſame 
holds true of the Athanaſian doctrine and wor- 
ip, which did not obtain in the firſt and pureſt 
„ges of the church, for the firſt three hundred 
years after Chriſt. 

But enough, I hope, has been ſaid upon this 
head, to {new that the true and proper Deity 
ef Chriit cannot have the leaſt foundation in 
this text of St. John, more than in any other. 
It is time therefore to diſmils this groundleſs 


ment, I would yet hope, that what has been ſaid may, in 
ſome meaſure, help to clear and facilitate our conceptions; 
or at lcaſt, that every judicious and candid Reader will al- 
low, that what I have hitherto advanced on this ſubject 
bath a much preater tendency to heighten and illuſtrate 
than to Iefſen and degrade our Saviour's true and real cha- 


racter, 
theory. 
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theory. And I ſhould now proceed to obſerve 
further, that the doctrine of our Saviour's pre- 
exiſtence is no more to be found in this text than 
that of his true and proper Deity, This it muſt 
be owned is an intereſting enquiry, though not 
attended, perhaps, with ſuch real difficulties as 
ſome have imagined. 
But of this, in the third part more fully. 
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The doftrine of our Saviour's c:crnal 
generation and fre-exiftence confr- 
dered and refuted : Or, the comment 
rper ſome parts of Chrift's prayer, 
at the cloſe of his public miniſtry, 


concluded. 


OTHING, I apprenend, has done greater 
diſſervice to the cauſe of Chriſtianity, or 
tended more to open the mouths of ſcoffers and 
infidels, than the myſterious and abſurd notions 
which many have taught concerning the per /on of 
Chrift. I ſhall therefore purſue my enquiries 
upon this ſubject a little further. And ſince this 
text, in particular, which we have in part con- 
ſidered already, has been thought by many a 
_ difficult one, my aim and endeavour has been to 
ſet it in a true light, and to give one conſiſtent 
view of it in both its parts. Father glorify thou 
me ity thy own ſcif; it follows, with the glory 

Aich I had with thee before the world was. 
E 4 And 
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A confutation of the opinion, &c. 73 


And here, as it is very natural to enquire, ſo 
it muſt be of ſome importance rightly to under- 
tand and conſider what was our Saviour's true 
meaning in this petition which he made to his 
Father. How are we to interpret theſe words ? 
Does he here give any, the leaſt countenance, to 
the commonly received opinion of his true and 
proper deity? Or rather, does not the very lan- 
guage of this addreſs ſtrongly decide in favour 
of his true and proper humanity ? and lead us to 
conclude that Jeſus was a man, like one of us, 
or one that partook of our nature? This has 
been diſtinctly conſidered, and I hope fully 
evinced in the former part. 

The queſtion that now occurs, is, whether he 
had an cternal or prior exiſtence before he was con- 
ceived in the womb of the virgin, and made his 
appearance in the world? or, (which will amount 
to the ſame thing) whether it can be proved 
from this text, or from any other paſſage in the 
New Teſtament, that he was any more than a 
man? The former may appear, at firſt, more 
agreeable to the letter of this text; but the latter 
I mult own, is more upon a level with my con- 
ception, and does belt accord in all reſpects with 
the general ſenſe of ſcripture z I mean, that he 
was a real man, or one in our nature, having a 
true bed and a reaſonable ſoul. 


It 


74 A confutation of the opinion 

It muſt be owned, however, that the words 
carry in them the face and appearance of a two- 
fold difficulty. The one reſpects the truth of 
the ſentiment or opinion itſelf, namely, that of 
our Saviour's actual pre-exiſtence in a former ſtate. 
The other relates to the manner or mode of ex- 
preſſion here uſed, which has been thought by 
many to countenance and ſupport that opinion; 
« With the glory which I had with thee before 
e the world was.” Some diſtinct notice ſhould 
be taken of each. 

As to the former, I would obſerve, that many ; 
weighty objections ſeem to lie againſt it; eſpe- 
cially, if my argument or reaſoning, grounded 
upon the firſt clauſe of this verſe, be admitted as 
juſt and concluſive.—If this be granted, then 
the doctrine of the pre-exiſtent ſcheme muſt 
neceſſarily involve us in a great and. real, if not 
in an inſuperable difficulty, and be utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with all that has been hitherto ſaid con- 
cerning his true and proper humanity. 

The difficulty is this, or it may be thus repre- 
ſented. Jeſus Chriſt is here ſuppoſed to aſk for 
a glory which he actually enjoyed with his Father 
before the world was, that is e/ernally. If fo, it 
muſt be a glory which was enjoyed by his divine, 
and not by his human nature; this being not then 
conceived. It is, at leaſt, very evident that it 
was a glory which he had not at the time when he 
uttered 
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of Cbriſt's pre- exiſtence. 75 
uttered this prayer: for if his divine, or ſuper- 
angelic nature, had been then poſſeſſed of that 
glory, there would have been no room to aſk 
or pray for it, ſince he would have then enjoyed 
it as fully as he ever had done. The queſtion 
then is, how a glory which his ſuppoſed deity 
or divinity had enjoyed in, or from eternity, (and 
conſequently a glory which muſt have been Heu- 
tial to it,) could be ever parted from it, or be 
for any time or ſeaſon deprived of it.—Or, in 
other words, had Chriſt been really God, as he 
was man, or God as well as man, he would 
have been in poſſeſſion of the ſame glory ſtill, 
and needed not, as he here does, to aſk it as a 
reward of his obedience. His ſuperior divine 
nature or deity would have ſupplied him with 
ſuch glory as he wanted, without being beholden 
to another. Tue late Dr. Watts has allowed, 
that © it cannot be conſiſtent with proper deity, 
« either to be diveſted of glory, or to pray for 
** the reſtoration of it.” Nor can I conceive (by 
the way) how the ſame thing can be very con- 
ſiſtently ſaid of any angelic being, or ſpirit of an 
inferior or ſubordinate rank, as ſome have aſſert- 
ed. But this is clear and evident, beyond all 
doubt, that the man Chriſt Jeſus, who, upon 
his aſſumption into heaven, received from God 
the Father honour and glory, could not be ſaid 
to have had that glory originally in himſelf which 

God 
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God gave him, and for which he here ſupplicates 
his Father, addreſſing him, at the fame time, as 
the only true God, the ſource and fountain of all 
true honour and felicity. 

Now, ſuch is the difficulty which ariſes here, 
that it is impoſlible to reconcile the two ideas of 
his proper humanity and pre-exiſtence, The 
notions are ſo incoherent, and even oppoſite to 
each other, that, if we take the latter words, as 
they here ſtand in their /iteral ſenſe, we ſhall 
never be able to reconcile both parts of the text, 
or to ſet them in any clear and conſiſtent light. 
For, if we believe Chrilt's true and proper deity, 
we mult of courſe believe his eternal pre- exiſt- 
ence. And, on the other hand, if we only be- 
lieve his true and proper humanity, it will be 
impoſſible to form any notion of his pre-exiſting 
at all in a former tate, either as God, or an 
angel, or ſome ſpirit of high rank and eminence, 
and (as many ſuppoſe) next in dignity and glory 
to the ſupreme, or to the one God and Father 
of all. 

The doctrine, therefore, of our Saviour's true 
and proper humanity, and that of his non-pres 
exijtence, muſt ſtand or fall together; the two 
ideas are ſo cloſcly and inſeparably connected, 
that, if ons or either of them be falſe and ground- 
leſs, the other muſt be ſo too. And, vice verſa, 
if one or either of them be true, they are both 


true, 
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true. If Jeſus, the promiſed Meſſiah, actually 
exiſted in a former ſtate, how could he be ſaid 
to be a man, or one of the ſame ſpecific nature 
with us? Or, if he was a real man, and one 
made like unto us, how could he be ſaid to have 
exiſted at all before his conception in the womb 
of the virgin? This, I mult own, is a difficulty 
that I could never ſurmount, and is a ſtrong 
preſumprive argument with me, that the doctrine 
which has been commonly received concerning 
our Saviour's perſonal character, has never yet 
been well digeſted or rightly underſtood. 

Let us but carefully examine the common 
opinion of his ꝓre- exiſtent ſtate by the joint aid of 
ſcripture and reaſon, and then ſce if their appears 
to be any, the leaſt foundation for it. I would 
here make my appeal to both, and obſcrve that, 
as the ſcripture, when rightly underſtood, can 
never be ſuppoſed to contradict or overthrow the 
natural light, or the common and obvious diftates 
of reaſon; fo the true and genuine ſenſe and 
meaning of ſcripture muſt, in this, and in all 
other points of doctrine, be perfectly conſenta- 
neous with itſelf z though it ſhould ſometimes 
happen, that the language, the idiom, or mode 
of expreſſion, may carry in it an appearance of 
difficulty, or be ſomewhat dark and obſcure, and 
not fo eaſy to be underſtood ; which may be the 
cale here, as well as in other paſſages in holy 

writ. 
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writ. But, if we would take the analozy, or the 
general and prevailing ſenſe of ſcripture for our 
rule, as we ought to do, then it is not a ſingle 
text or two that ſhould deſtroy the teſtimony 
which ariſes from others that are more numerous, 
as well as more plain and obvious. And thus, 
I apprehend, will evidently appear in the ſequel 

of this enquiry. | 
I would juſt remark at preſent, that, as there 
is nothing (ſo far, at leaſt, as I can find) any 
where ſaid in ſcripture, either of the eternal gene- 
ration of the ſon, or of his pre-exiſting in a for- 
mer ſtate, then what I have ſaid with reſpect to 
the true humanity of our Saviour's perſon, muſt, 
upon the whole, be moſt conſonant to the voice 
of reaſon as well as ſcripture. Or, in other 
words, this muſt be the true doctrine of the New 
Teſtament concerning Jeſus Chrilt. We do 
not read of his being any where called the ſon 
of God antecedent to his conception, and that 
ſalutation which the angel gave the virgin upon 
the news or tidings which he brought her of that 
happy and ſignal event; ſee Luke i. 26, 34. It 
is there foretold, that the holy child, which ſhe 
ſhould conceive and bring forth ſhould be called 
the ſon of the higheſt, or the ſon of God. But 
then it ſhould be obſerved, that no other fon of 
God, is there, or any where elſe revealed and 
promiſed in ſcripture, but he who ſtiled himſelf 
the 
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the ſen of man, even Jeſus of Nazareth, who 
was born of a woman, and was therefore one of 
the ſame kind as we are. Nor do any of the pri- 
mitive writers, even by Dr. Vaterland's own 
account, ever ſpeak of any eternal genera- 
tion of a ſon. No; Jeſus, the ſon of God, was 
made after our likeneſs. He was accordingly 
born in time, as we and all other men arc, and 
not created from eternity. So ſays the apoſtle, 
Gal. iv. 4. In the fulneſs of time, according to 
ancient prophecy, God ſent forth his ſon, who 
was made | yevourey] not to be made of a vo- 
man. And it was in the /ame nature which he 
brought into the world with him, even the Hu- 
man, that he here prays to be exalted and glori- 
fied with the Father. 

Thoſe therefore who believe his proper Deity 
and pre exiſtence, have been much embaraſied 
with this and other texts that ſpeak of his exa!- 
tation. Many, even the moſt orthodox writers, 
both ancient and modern, have acknowledged, 
that he could not properly be exalted in reſpect 
to the divine nature, or became higher than he 
always was from eternity, They have all of 
them found it difficult, and even impoſũble to 
conceive, that he, who was himſelf the Lord of 
glory, who was with God from the beginning, 
and had glory with the Father before the world 
was, ſhould be exalted to honours which he was 
originally 
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originally poſſeſſed of before; much leſs have 
any new additional honours conferred upon him, 
as be afterwards had, when a judicial power and 
authority was given him, and all the heavenly 
hierarchies were put in ſubjection under him. 
« He was, ſays one of theſe writers, infinitely 
too high, too great, and too divine, to recelve 
any acceſſion of dignity, any real encreaſe of 
perfection, honour, or glory.” 

Now, —how theſe writers can reconcile, or 
explain and adjuſt, theſe and ſuch like difficul- 
ties, conſiſtently with themſelves and their own 
profeſſed principles, I ſhall not ſtand to enquire. 
There has no ſolution been yet given, that ap- 
pears to me any way clear and ſatisfactory: nei- 
ther do I think it poſſible to remove the diffi- 
culties which hang upon the ſcheme of pre- 
exiftence, upon any other principle than what J 
have before aſſerted; namely, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
though a great and diſtinguiſhed perſon, and 
one that ſtood in the higheſt favour with God, 


was nevertheleſs a true and real man, or one 


made like unto us. Upon no other imaginable 
ground or ſuppoſition can we poſſibly conceive 
of his having any remuneration or reward given 
him, or any peculiar honour conferred upon 
him. But, on the contrary, it will be no way 
difficult to conceive of this, if we conſider God, 


the univerſal Father and friend of mankind, as 
the 
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the rewarder of all his faithful ſervants, of all 
holy, virtuous, and good men, who ſteadily ad- 
here to him, and to his cauſe and intereſt in the 
world, even as Jeſus, our divine maſter did, 
throughout all the labours and ſufferings of his 
life. And accordingly we may obſerve with 
what great propriety he here applies, or rather 
appeals to God, as his almighty Father and friend. 
« And now, O Father, glorify thou me with the 
glory which I had with thee before the world 
was.” 

Which laſt words will naturally introduce the 
ſecond difficulty which I propoſed to conſider in 
this text. It is well known that they have been 
urged by many as a weighty and ſtrong objection 
to what I have hitherto advanced on this ſub- 
jet. And here, it is readily granted, as I ſaid 
before, that the manner or mode of expre/ion here 
uſed, may appear at the firſt view, to counte- 
nance and ſupport the commonly received doc- 
trine of our Saviour's pre-exiſtence with the 
Father from eternity. But let us ſee what ar- 
gument can be drawn from hence in favour of 
this opinion which the church has been in ſuch long 
poſſeſſſon of, and which, I believe, is ſtill Ki 
ed upon by great numbers as an effential and 
fundamental article in the creed of every true 
Chriſtian. Our Saviour, indeed, ſpeaks of the 


glory which he here prayed for, as what he 
F had 
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had with the Father before the world was. But 
how this is to be underſtood, or what particular 
evidence and proof of his prior exiſtence is to 
be found in this text more than in any other ? 
is the preſent queſtion, or matter of our en- 
quiry. | 

But, before I enter upon it directly, it may 
be proper to make two or three previous re- 
marks, which may be more or leſs applicable in 
the preſent caſe, viz. that there are many paſ- 
ſages in the ſacred writings which, if we ſhould 
underſtand them literally, would be either quite 
unintellegible, or utterly falſe and groumdleſs; 
—that many erroneous opinions have been re- 
ceived and propagated by an haſty and ſuperfi- 
cial regard to the ſound, more than to the ſenſe 
of ſcripture ;—that where any particular text, in 
the /etter of it, has been thought to countenance 
a favourite hypotheſis, the ſcope and view of the 
writer has been too often overlooked, and that 
unbiaſſed freedom of enquiry prevented, which 
is neceſſary to the inveſtigation of truth.—To 
which I may add, (as before) that ſince the ſa- 
cred writings muſt be always ſuppoſed in every 
point of doctrine, to be perfectly conſiſtent and 
harmonious, (for one inſpired writer never con— 
tradicts another) we ſhould carefully ſee, that 
all the doctrines or opinions which we build 
upon them, all the deductions and inferences 
which we draw from them, are perfectly harmo- 


ſiſtent 
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nious and conſiſtent too, that ſo the analogy 
of reaſon and ſcripture may appear, and carry 
the greater force of evidence and conviction. 

And now, if we take ſuch hints as theſe along 
with us, one general obſervation perhaps may 
ſuffice to remove all the difficulties that may 
appear to lie in theſe words; namely, that, if what 
has been ſaid of our Saviour's perſonal character 
be admitted as true, and moſt conſonant to the 
ceneral language and ſenſe of ſcripture, then it 
will be manifeſt, that the latter part of the text 
can never be interpreted or underſtood in the 
tritt and lileral ſenſe: but we ſhall be obliged 
to have recourſe to ſome or other figurative mode 
of ſpeech, in order to render it eaſy and intelli- 
gible. And here many inſtances might be pro- 
duced, wherein words that have a ſeeming con- 
trariety in the letter are often uſed to expreſs 
w:th the greater force and emphaſis, the true 
ſenſe and meaning of the writer or ſpeaker. 
And accordingly, ſome I think have happily ex- 
plained the words of our Saviour in the latter 
part of this text by having recourſe to a rheto- 
rical figure, (p) or to a certain concile and ſtrong 

mode 


(p) Obſervandus eſt locutionis modus, habui inquit a- 
ſud te, quod ſi expendas Oxymoron eft.—Uſitatum eſt facris 
ſcriptoribus ut ea quæ decreto Dei, confirmata eſſe, cognove- 
rant, etiam ſi futura ſint, in preſent!, aut præterito tempore, 
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mode of ſpeaking, not unuſual with many writers, 
=_ when they ſuppoſe, or take it for granted, that 
= they are well underſtood, and that their mean- 
| ing is ſufficiently clear and obvious, without the 
need of any particular and diſtinct explication. 
The true and proper humanity of Chriſt, 
therefore, notwithſtanding any thing that may 
have been inferred from theſe words to the con- 
trary, appears to be the true ſcripture doctrine 
of the New Teſtament, what we ſhould always 
and ſteadily adhere to, and never loſe ſight of, 
in any of our religious and theological enquiries. 
If our Saviour was a man, his nature was but 
one, ſpecifically one, as it 1s with us and the 
whole of human kind; and conſequently, the 
glory which he here prayed for muſt be a dif- 
ferent glory from what he is ſuppoſed to have 
had with his Father from eternity; for that muſt 
have been a glory ent and appropriate to him, 
as a being of another and different nature, and 
of a much higher rank and order in the ſcale of | 
beings.—In other words, if our Saviour was a 1 
true and real man, he could not have an ante- | 


tanquam jam confecta, effere ſolent —Et ſi ergo Chriſtus, 
illam gloriam nondum ne ipſa erat conſecutus, tamen prop- 
ter certitudinem, jam ſe eam habuiſſe affirmat, quanquam 
explicationis cauſa addit, au Deum. Such is the in- 
terpretation or comment which Enjedinus, Grotius, Le 
Clerc, and others have put upon this paſſage in St. John. 
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cedent nature, or a nature of any other kind 
previous to his conception; or, which comes to 
the ſame thing, he could not have too diſtinct 
natures at once, the human and the divine: of 
which inexplicable myſtery enough has been ſaid 
already. But to be a little more particular. 

In order to point out and determine the true 
genuine ſenſe, and take off the ſeeming difficul- 
ty that lies in theſe words, I would put this 
comment upon them, nor do J think them in- 
deed capable of any other, Thus, now, O 
Father, glorify thou me with the glory, or raiſe 
me to the greatneſs which thou, in thine infi- 
nite wiſdom and love, haſt decreed and ordain- 
ed for me before the world was; and which, [ 
am perſuaded of, from that paternal affection 
and regard which thou haſt always ſhewn me.“ 
Our bleſled- Lord, who was in the boſom of the 
Father, and let into the counſels and purpoſes 
of the almighty as no other man ever was, did 
not only hope for a bright recompence of re- 
ward, but he was rationally and well aſſured of 
it. The man Chriſt Jeſus, that beloved and fa- 
vourite ſon, had a crown of glory ſet before 
him, or the higheſt honours and rewards in ex- 


pectancy. And this indeed he might juſtly ar- 


gue and infer from the eſſential immutable rec- 
titude and goodneſs of God.—He alſo knew it 


was one, and not the leaſt part of the glory de- 
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ſigned for him, that God his Father would ſoon 
= put, or deliver all things into his hands; or, 
| as it is in the ſecond verſe, that he would give 
him power over all fleſh, that he ſhould give 
etcrnal life to as many as ſhould believe in him 
through the efficacy and ſucceſs of his own mi- 
niſtry, or that of his apoſtles after him. 
This, I ſay, appears to be a principal part of 
the glory which he now had in proſpect, if we 
either advert to ſome of the laſt diſcourſes which 
he had with his diſciples, or to this his farewel 
prayer, in particular, which he here made for 
them juſt before his laſt ſufferings. And indeed, 
from all circumſtances laid together, it is pretty 
evident to me, that the glory which he here 
prayed for, was not a glory that he ever had 
actually enjoyed before, but only what he had in 
the breaſt or foreknowledge of God, and in ſuch a 
hope or expectation as was grounded on the love 
of God, and did entirely reſt upon the plealure 
and good will of his Father. *Fhis conſtruction 
would preclude every difficulty, and free the 
words of this text from all the appearance of 
inconſiſtency. 
It has been thought by ſome that our tranſ- 
lation ſeem equivocal, and that the original of 
this place, ſtriftly rendered would run thus, — 
the glory which I had before the world was, with 
thee [rod c] that is, in thine eternal purpoſe 
| or 
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or decree: which ſeems to expreſs the true and 
real ſenſe of our Saviour in this addreſs, where 
he has a manifeſt eye to that future approach- 
ing glory which he hoped very ſoon to enjoy 
with God, his Father. Now, O Father, glorify 
thou me with thy own ſelf, &c. he plainly 
ſpeaks of a glory which God had reſerved, or 
prepared and laid up for him; or which he had 
all along, even before the world was, determin- 
ed to give him, as the reward of his obedience, 
when he had accompliſhed the ends of his mint- 
ſtry, or finiſhed the work which God had given 
him to do.—So I would interpret the paſſage 
before us, and not that our bleſſed Lord did ac- 
tually exiſt with the Father in a priſtine ſtate of 
7 heavenly glory, as moſt have hitherto under. 
7 ſtood it. 

5 And this, I think, it may be truly and empba- 
tically ſaid of the man Chriſt Jeſus, (as in the 
\ context) he had a glory civen him; that is, 
ordained and decreed for him, before the world 
was; and that he might very pertinently and 
properly apply to God, as he here does, in the 
firm expectation and hope of it, being well 
aſſured, that his labours and ſufferings in the 
cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs would not be in 
vain, Accordingly, - our Saviour ſeems very 
clearly to explain himſelf in the fwenty- fourth 
and twenty-fxth verſes of this chapter, where he 

Fa ſpeaks 


. - 
= 2 _—_ me — — 4 
— — 

* 


Bo 
* 


3 


r 


88 A confutation of the opinion 


ſpeaks of the glory which he prayed for, as a 
glory that was virtually and, in effect, given him 
already, it being what he was as well aſcertained 
of, as if he had been then in the full poſſeſſion 
of it, and his Father had a#ually given it to him“. 
Father, ſays he, glorify thou me with the glory 
which thou haſt given me, (verſe 24. for thou 
haſt loved me before the foundation of the world. 

The celeſtial glory which was given our Sa— 
viour after his reſurrection and aſcenſion, was 
given him as the Son of man, in reward of his 
voluntary obedience, and in purſuance of the 
eternal counſel, purpoſe, and will of God, who 
ſent him into the world to be the inſtructor and 
Saviour, the light and life of men. And ſurely 
he, the beloved Son of God, the favourite of 
heaven, might be as properly and truly be ſaid to 
have this glory given him, as true Chriſtians, all 
the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, are ſaid to have grace 
given them before the world began, — 2 Tim. i. g. 

Now, this appears to me a very rational and 
juſt interpretation of the text before us. And 
though Dr. Clarke, and others in the Arian ſcheme, 
have rejected it, I cannot ſce what other rational 
and conſiſtent ſenſe can be put upon it. The 
ſacred dialect throughout ſeems perfectly to agree 
with it, and there are many paſlages in the New 


* Certum ell, interprete ipſo Chriſto, habere & datum 
He, prorſus idem ſignificare, Grot, 
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Teſtament, that give the greateſt countenance 
and ſupport to it. And for this reaſon, as will 
afterwards appear, I am conſtrained to differ 
from that learned divine, as well as many other 
reſpectable writers on this ſubject. In their 
modes of explication they greatly differ from 
each other when they {peak of the perſon of Chriſt ; 
but they all ſeem to agree in one general notion 
of his pre- exiſtence. Some have thought our Sa- 
viour an angelic being, and that he originally 
exitted without a body as the angels do. Others, 
that he was a ſuper-angelic ſpirit, having natural 
and deputed powers far ſuperior to angels or, 
that he was the firſt immediately derived being, 
next in dignity to the one Supreme, otherwiſe 
called the Lagos, who in time took upon him a 
human body only. Some have thought, that he 
actually pre-exiſted in the form of God, and en- 
joyed royal glory and dignity in the Father's 
preſence, not only before the world was, but in 
all the following ages, till he emptied himſelf of 
it at his incarnation. A modern writer, in par- 
ticular, has given it as his opinion, that before 
Chriſt came into the world, he appeared and 
ated in the church of old, as the miniſter and 
repreſentative of the Deity, or the viſible ſymbol 
of his preſence in the ſhechinah ; that this was 
the glory here ſpoxen of in this text of St. John, 
—that glory which he had with the Father before 
the 
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the world was, and which he here prayed might 
be again reſtored to him. [See Dr. Richie's Pe- 
culiar Doctrines of Revelation, vol. II. p. 310, 
336.) 

Others again have advanced what is called a 
modern, or a more refined fort of Arianiſm, ſup. 
poling that Chriſt had a human ſoul which exiſted, 
and was united to the divine nature, long before 
his coming to dwell in fleſh and blood ; or that 
he had a pre-exiſtent ſpirit, which was ſuited in 
its own proper nature to a ſtate of union with a 
human body, and that there was an humzliating 
change 1n this pre-exiſtent ſoul or ſpirit of Chriſt, 
it being firſt changed to that of a man, or de- 
graded into the rank of a human ſoul before it 
animated a human body, ſuppoſing likewiſe, 
(though I think without any appearance of truth 
or probability) that it was no way inconſiſtent 
with, or contrary to the nature of a heavenly 
ſpirit of ſuperior rank, to ſubmit to ſuch extra- 
ordinary and voluntary debaſement in order to 
carry on the grand ſcheme of redemption. [See 
Remarks upon Dr. Lardzer's Letter on the Logos 
in the Theological Repoſitory, vol. I. p. 431; 
as allo ſome very pertinent thoughts concerning 
the perſon of Chriſt, in defence of that letter, by 
Chariſtes, vol. II. p. 73.] | 

But why ſhould any perſons indulge to theſe, 


or ſuch like imaginary notions, when the current 
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ſenſe and harmony of ſcripture in this point muſt 
appear, I think, ſufficiently clear and obvious to 
every open and ingenious mind. It is ſurehy 
enough for us to believe, that our Saviour was a 
man, or one made like unto us, as that matter has 
been explained, without running into endleſs ſpe- 
culations, or any perplexing and uſeleſs enquiries 
of this kind. Where does it appear throughout 
the New Teftament that Jeſus Chriſt had any 
other ſoul than what was human, or that any 
angelic or ſuperengelic nature ſupplied the place of 
a human ſoul in the perſon of Chriit? I cannot 
tee how the language of ſcripture, when conſiſt- 
ently interpreted, can be ſaid ro favour any ſuch 
ſcheme as that of his pre- exiſtence. But, that Chriſt 
was made and formed in a ſignal and extraordinary 
manner, by the immediate agency and power of 
the Deity, is a plain, credible, and ſcripture 
doctrine, and no more difficult to conceive of 
than the formation of Adam, the firſt of the hu- 
man race, who was likewiſe ſtiled the ſon of God, 
as well as the Meſſiah himſelf, they being both 
created and formed by the fame miraculous power 
and energy of the one God and Father of all. 
Jeſus was likewiſe one of our nature, as he was 
one of the ſame common pedigree and deſcent. 
This was what Maſes foretold many ages before, 
A prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up 
„ unto you of your brethren like unto me.” To 

which 
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which I may add, that, as Moſes was not only a 
great prophet, but a law-giver and mediator be- 
tween God and the people, ſo was Jeſus, the 
promiſed Meſſiah ; he was like unto Moſes in 
this reſpect, though of much higher rank and 
ſuperior merit, being, eminently ſpeaking, the 
great deliverer and Saviour, not of one nation or 
people only, but of the whole human race and 
family ; for which purpoſe he was pre-ordained 
of God from eternity, and made the great ſubject 
of ancient prophecy, 

But, that I may further illuſtrate and confirm 
this point, and ſhew that this text cannot be un- 
deritood in the ſenſe which many have put upon 
it, I ſhall here make two remarks, or urge one 
or two things which ſeem to carry ſome weight 
in them. And, x 

In the ft place, it may be of ſome ule to ob- 
ſerve, that the GospEl of Chriſt (which is every 
where ſpoken of as a ſingular diſpenſation of 
divine grace and favour to mankind) is often 
made mention of in the New Teſtament as fore- 
ordained from eternity, as foretold by holy and 
inſpired men in the early ages of the world, and 
at length made manifeſt by the perſonal appear- 
ance and _ miniſtry of the Meſſiah. It is repre- 
ſented as a myſtery, or ſecret, that was to be 
opened and revealed in due ſeaſon by the Son of 


God, who was to that end, in the fulneſs of time, 
born 


.* 8 Tae 9 


» ” q 
n. — p 
— 


— 
' K 1 33 

n 

> 


of Cbriſt's pre-exiſtence. 93 
born into the word according to ancient prophecy, 
and the determinate counſel and foreknowledge 
of God. We cannot but remark, that the lan- 
guage of the ſacred writers upon this head, is 
very ſtrong and expreſſive. The apoſtle calls 
the Goſpel the hidden myſtery which God ordain- 
ed before the world to our glory, 1 Cor. ii. 7,— 
In another place, the myſtery which from the 
beginning of the world was hid in God, but was 
afterwards made manifeſt according to the eternal 
purpoſe, which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Eph. iii. 9, 11.—-Elſewhere he ſpeaks of the Goſ- 
pel, as what had been confirmed and ſealed by 
the power of God, who hath ſaved us and called 
us with a holy calling, according to his own pur- 
poſe and grace which was given us in Chriſt Feſus 
before the world began, but is now made mani- 
teſt by the appearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
2 Tim. i. 9, 10. Hence Chriſtians, both Jewiſh 
and Gentile converts, are ſaid to be choſen in 
Chriſt before the foundation of the world, Eph. i. 
4, 9.—And once more, the Goſpel is ſpoken of 
as the revelation of a myſtery which had been 
ſecret ſince the world began, but is now (in the 
preſent age) made known or manifeſt to all na- 
tions for the obedience of faith, Rom. xvi. 25,26. 
But, as paſſages of this fort are too numerous fo 
recite at large, what I would principally remark 
here is, 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, that what is ſaid of the Goſpel of Chriſt 
may ſerve to explain thoſe texts in particular 
which more immediately relate to the PERSoN of 
Chriſt; namely, that he himſelf, as well as the 
Goſpel which he taught, was pre-ordained before 
the foundation of the world. There is nothing 
at all ſaid of pre-exiſting in the one caſe any more 
than in the other, but only that they were both 
of them fore-ordained and foretold from the 
beginning, and that both of them came to exiſt, 
or rather co-exiſt at the ſame time and period, by 
the ſpecial ordination and wiſe appointment of 
providence, Thus we are neceſſitated to under- 
{tand that paſſage 1n the Apocalypſe (ch. xvii. 3.) 
of the Lamb flain from the foundation of the 
world, 1. e. in the eternal immutable counſel and 
purpoſe of the Almighty. As likewiſe that re- 
markable text, John viii. 58, Verily, verily, I 
ſay unto. you, before Abraham was, I am, i. e. 
I am the true Meſſiah promiſed and foretold be- 
fore your father Abraham exiſted, [On thisſee The 
True Doctrine of the New Teſtament concern- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt conſidered, p. 82. ſecond edition, 
1771.] It is only upon this principle, or by this 


mode of interpretation, that I can poſſible under- 


{tand many other places that might be mentioned, 
both in St. John's writings, and in the Epiſtles, 
particularly that paſſage in St. Peter (1 Pet. i. 10.) 


Who verily, viz, Chrift, was fore-ordained before 
| the 
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the foundation of the world, but was manifeſted 
in theſe laſt times for you.—And hence it is that 
Chrift and the Goſpe! do often ſtand in the apo- 
ſtolic writings to denote ont and the ſame thing , 
ſince they both pre- exiſted from eternity in the 
mind of God, and were accordingly foretold by 
the ancient prophets, thoſe holy men of God, 
who ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
And accordingly Chriſt himſelf, in regard to 
light and advantages which the Goſpel affords 
mankind in theſe latter ages, is, by a very caſy 
and uſual metonymy, ſtiled the light and life of 
the world, or the reſurrection and the life to all 
them that believe in him. And now, upon the 
whole, there are two or three corollaries that 
may be naturally and eaſily deduced from what 
has been ſaid. Namely, 


COROLLARTIES. 


Con. I. T will hence follow, that, if our 

Saviour had no real perſonal exiſt- 
ence with the Father, he could have, or poſſeſs, 
no eral glory with him before the world was: 
and conſequently, that the glory here meant in 
this text, mult be a glory that God had deſigned 
or provided for him, as the reward of his obe- 


T Eph. iv. 20. Acts viii. Go Gal. iii. 24+ Phil. 5 155 16. 
Lol. ji. 5, 6, 8. Heb. xi. 26. Acts xxiv, 24. 1 Tim. ii. 7. 


1 Cor. ii. 16. 
dience, 
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dience, — a glory not merely appropriate to a 
virtuous character, (which is the common hope 
and portion of all good men) but peculiar to 
the man Chriſt Jeſus, as the one mediator of 
God's appointment, or his prime choſen miniſter 
in conducting, and carrying on to perfection, the 
grand ſcheme of providence and redemption.— 
And this, I think, appears very plain from the 
words immediately preceding, (ver. 4.) * have 
« plorified thee on earth: I have finiſhed the 
« work which thou gaveſt me to do. And now, 
« O Father, glorify thou me,” &c. To which 
may be ſubjoined other paſſages of like import, 
(as Phil. ii. 9. Heb. ii. 9, 10. ch. xii. 2. Luke 
xxiv. 26, 44, 45, 46.) from which places, and 
many others (I might ſay from the whole tenor 
of the Goſpel) it is apparent that our Lord had 
not, before he was conceived in the womb of 
the Virgin, that glery which he here prayed for 
but that the glory here intended, was ſubſequent 
to his labours and ſufferings on earth, and ap- 
pointed to ſucceed and crown his perſevering 
ovedience unto death *—To which I may add, 

— what 


* Jeſus, who was for a little while lower than the angels, 
was, upon his reſurrection from the dead, made higher 
than they, even the higheſt orders of them ; being then 
placed at the head of all created beings. As he excelled all 
others in a truly virtuous moral character, ſo likewiſe in the 

dignity 
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what will further ſtrengthen the argument I am 
upon. 

Cor. II. That the glory which Chriſt here 
requeſted for himſelf, was the /ame, that is, a 
like proportionable glory with that which he re- 
queſted of the Father in behalf of his diſciples, 
and therefore a glory not prior to his Birib, but 
conſequential or ſubſequent to his death, He 
gave them, his apoſtles and immediate followers, 
not only the glory, or the power of working 
miracles, as he himſelf did, for the firſt propa- 
gation of the Goſpel, and the eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity in the world, but he alſo gave them 
the promiſe, or the comfortable expectation and 
aſſurance of a future glory in the beatific viſion 
and enjoyment of God. His prayer to the Father 
for himſelf is, Glorify thou me, vag cizurw, i. e. 
with thy own ſelf, or in thy bliſsful immediate 
preſence. And the ſame prayer he alſo made 
for his diſciples, that they might ſhare with him 
in the ſame glory which God had given him, or 
deſtined and appointed for him before the world 
was. 


dignity and glory, in the power and dominion that was 
conferred upon him, in reward of his ſingular merit. So 
it immediately follows; for the ſuffering of death he was 
crowned with glory and honour, He who created angels 
and men, decreed one to be head over them all, even the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, 
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His words towards the cloſe of the chapter 
(particularly in the 22d and 24th verſes) ſeem to 
have a very emphatical meaning, and clearly to 
point * that twofold glory I have now men- 
tioned, —* The glory which thou haſt given me, 


I haye given them, that they may be one even 


« as we are one:“ i. e. I have transferred this 
honour to them, even the power of working 
miracles, that they may obtain the higheſt credit 
and authority wherever they preach the Goſpel 
in my name, that the world may be convinced 
that thou has ſent me, and that they and I do act 
by one and the ſame power and divine commiſ- 
ſion.— Or he may be here underſtood to pray, in 
effect, that God would continue with them the 
ſame power and authority to work miracles, and 
to preach the Goſpel, as he himſelf had received 
from the Father. Our bleſſed Lord had their 
happineſs, and the ſucceſs of their miniſtry, much 
at heart, as well as his own; and he well knew 
that the ſucceſs of his Goſpel in the world would 
very much redound both to his glory (), and to 

his 


() To this purpoſe, the words of our Saviour ſeem very 
remarkable, in John xii. 28. Father, glorify thy name; 
or, (as ſome copies read it) d 7d drown, my name. R. Steph. 
In anſwer to which prayer, there immediately came an aw- 
ful majeſtic voice from heaven, like thunder, ſaying, I have 
both glorified it, and I will glorify it again. Thus did the 
Father here, as at other times, openly and folemnly ac- 

knowledge 
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ch bas, 35 
his Father's glory. He therefore prayed, as he 
himſelf here tells us, not only for his apoſtles, 
more immediately, whom he was now ſending 
into the world, but for them alſo that ſhould 
believe on him through their word, that they all 
might be ſanRified through the truth, and ſo be- 
come one with the Father and him (ver. 21.) or 
as it follows (ver. 23.) „ in them, and thou in 
me, that they may be made perfect in me,“ that 
is, * conſecrated or fitted uc ro 7] to carry on 
the ſame deſign; that all men might diſcern 
from the works which they wrought in the name 
of Chriſt, that he who ſent them, was himſelf 
ſent of God; and that they had the ſame tokens 
of his love to them, as Chriſt lad of the Father's 
love to bim,“ and, in conſequence of this, ſhould 
finally partake of a lite glory with him. 

They, his apoſtles, did not only a& by the 
fame power and authority derived from the Fa- 
ther, as he himſelf did whilſt, hete on earth, but 
they were' mightily encouraged by their divine 


| knowledge his Son to be ſent to men in his name, and God 


was glorified in him, that is, by his being rai/ed from the 
dead; this being the higheſt proof of his divine miſſion, 
and the ground of that honour and obedience which are due 
to him. The whole paſfage, from the 27th to the zoth 
verſe, incluſively, deſerves particular attention, Compare 
verſe iſt. ch. xvii. and ch, xiii. 31, 3a. 
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maſter to hope for better things, and to ſhare 
with him hereafter in the honours and rewards of 
his kingdom. So it follows, {ver 24.) Father, 
E will chat they alſo whom thou haſt given me be 
with me where I am, to bchold my glory which 
thoo haſt given me. And then he concludes 
this his ſolemn valedictory prayer in theſe words, 
-* Theſe have known (that is, theſe his apoſtles, 
with, and for whom he had been now praying) 
theſe have known that thou haſt ſent me. They 
have fully known my divine miſſion and autho- 
rity. I have declared unto them thy name, and 
will declare it; that the love wherewith thou haſt 
loved me, may be in them and I in them ;”—and 
that, at laſt, we may jointly partake of the pro- 
miſed glory in my Father's houſe, where there 
are many manſions prepared for men of en 
virtue and integrity. 

Thus did our bleſſed Lord pray, — not for him- 
ſelf only, Father, glorify thou me; but, as the 
benevolent friend of the whole human race and 
family, for al! mankind; eſpecially for his imme- 
diate followers, and thoſe whom God had already 
given him out of the world; and not for them 
only, but for all them who ſhould, in after- time, 
through the miniſtry of his apoſtles, or others, 
be brought to embrace the. Goſpel, and ſteadily 
adhere to the cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs as 

he 
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he did. Father, I will (7) that they alſo whom 
thou haſt given me, may be with me, where J 
am, to behold and partake of that glory which 
thou haſt given me: it follows, for thou haſt 
loved me, (and the like may be ſaid of all his 
ſincere and humble followers in every age z ver. 
23. Thou haſt loved them as thou haſt loved me) 
before the foundation of the world. The very ſame 
reaſon holds equally true with reſpect to both. 
Nor does this manner of expreſſion, (by the 
way) give any, the leaſt ſupport to the Antine- 
nian language of our juſtification from eternity, — 
to the doctrine of predeſtination, or of any arbi- 
trary irreverſible decree made in favour of par- 
ticular perſons, &c. So long as men are men, 
that is, rational and free, there can be no handle 


(r) Ona, I defire. Gatater de file nowi inftrumentl, p. 240. 
The reward expected by the true diſciples of Chriſt in a 
future ſtate, depends wholly upon the favour of God. Hence 
it is that our Lord defires his Father to beſtow it upon them. 


And becauſe they are to enjoy this reward in bis preſence, 
he aſks for ic under the term of their being with him, whete 


he is. John xii. 26. If any man ſerve me let him follow 


me; and here I am, (or ſhall be. Grot.) there. ſhall alſo 
my ſervant be. And ch. xiv. 3 #1 80 and prepare a 


place for you, I will come again, and receive you to myſclf, 


that awhere 1 am, there ye may be alſo. And by being thus 


admitted into his preſence, they will ſee the glory which 
God had given him before the foundation of the world. See 
2 ſhort and plain commentary upon the Goſpel of St. John. 


1754. 
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given in theſe words to the doctrine of an abſo- 
lute election of ſome, to the rejection or repro- 
bation of others. [Sce True Doctrine of the 
New Teſtament, &c. p. 118, note (3) ad edition.] 
We can no otherwiſe conceive of God, or of his 
infinite goodneſs, as a moral governor, than that 
he has always had both a love to righteouſnels, 
truth and goodneſs, from everlaſting, and a 
crown of righteouſneſs and glory in reſerve for 
all truly virtuous and good men; who may there- 
fore be ſaid to have had it wih God, that is, in 
his eternal purpoſe and decree before the world 
was, It is therefore an immutable, permanent 
and everlaſting principle ; the approbation and 
favour of God being neceſſarily, unalterably 
founded in his love of righteouſneſs (Plal. xi. 7. 
not in any capricious arbitrary choice of perſons, 
but in perfect unerring wiſdom and moral recti- 
tude. The Lord knoweth them that are his, 
them that are lite him, all who bear his moral 
image and reſemblance; and he will not fail to give 
% a juſt and ample recompence to all righteous and 
I good men in another world. 
Thus have we. waken a general view of o 
o Ser admirable prayer in this chapter, not 
i only for himſelf, bur for all his diſciples and fol- 
lowers, in that, and in every future age of the 
Chriſtian church. No interceſſionary prayer, 
ſurely, could be more ſeaſonable and pertinent 
aon | to 
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to the occaſion, more ſtriking and moving to the 
audience; and, I may add, more efficacious 
and prevalent with God, the ſupreme univerſal 
Father and friend of mankind. —— And, to 
ſtrengthen our faith and animate our obedience, 
we are aſſured that, as a man, one of our nature, 
though now exalted and glorified at the right 
hand of God, he is ſtill touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities, and ever lives to make inter- 
ceſſisn.— In a word, the great Saviour of man- 
kind has here ſet us, and all his followers, a moſt 


amiable and engaging pattern of piety to God, 


and of the moft catholic comprehenſive charity 
and good will to all our fellow creatures; which 
will be particularly noted afterwards. At pre- 
ſent let us attend to another uſeful and important 
leſſon, ſuggeſted to us in the explication which 
has been now given of the paſſage before us. 
Cox. III. From what has been ſaid, we learn 
what, and how highly we ought to think of 
Chrift, or what judgment we ſhould form of his 
true perſonat character. Jeſus was the Son of 
God, as well as the Son of man; and. as his me- 
ral character was truly excellent, ſo were | the 
honours conferred upon him. So great à per- 
ſonage never appeared in the world before; one 
that merited ſo highly at the hands of God, or 
executed the heavenly and divine errand upon 
2 he came with equal fidelity and fucceſs. 
G 4 Though 
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lation, but it has a more powerful and direct 
tendency to operate upon the mind and impreſs 


1 Though this indeed has been mentioned already, 
= yet it muſt, be allowed a conſideration truly inter- 
5 eſting and important, viz. that the glory which 
= Chriſt is here ſaid to have had with the Father, 
| 51 was a peculiar glory deſigned for him as the Son 
= of man, one of our nature, and conferred upon 
4 him in reward of his free and voluntary obe- 
5 dience. And this, I ſhould think, muſt be an 
Jy article of much greater weight and moment than 
* our believing his pre-exiſtence in a ſtate of glory 
=. with the Father before the world was. Ir is not 
| 3 only more upon a level with the underſtanding, 
4 and more agreeable to the purport of divine reve- 
1 
TY 


_ the heart of man. When we contemplate the 
2 man Chriſt Jeſus in this light, as one moſt dear 
| I to God, highly honoured and beloved of the 
| 1 | Father, who tent him, and is now rewarded with 
2 tranſcendent glory in his Father's preſence, we 
p. have ſomething in our eye that is fitted above all 


things elſe to inſpire and animate the human 
breaſt We ſce at once the wiſe and gracious 


Fl deſign of God in this wonderful diſpenſation of 
= the Meſſiah, and the practical uſe that we ſhould 
05 make of that deſign. 
=_ And now, that we may judge how highly and 
| 7 honourably we ought to think of Chriſt, we need 


. ogly.t take a Hort view of what has been ſaid rela, 
= tive 
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tive to this ſubject.— That he had, in the days 
of his fleſh, or humiliation, à peculiar glory 
conferred upon him, as the Son of man, the 
promiſed Meſſiah, is beyond all doubt. Others 
have had a divine, miſſion, and been inveſted 
with a ſacred character, as Moſes and the other 
prophets; but he, the man Chriſt Jeſus, was 
greater than any of the ſons of men, or any who 
have been ſtiled the ſons of God, having the ful- 
neſs. of the Deity reſiding in him (John xiv. 10. 
Col. ii. 9.) It is therefore no wonder, that he 
acted beyond the common rate or pitch of man- 
kind, and appeared in all his miniſtrations, in all 
his works of power and grace, to be a divine and 
god- like perſon, fully qualified and empowered 
to execute the high commiſſion which God had 
given him. The Father was always with him; 
and in him was the truth and grace of God to 
mankind moſt ſignally diſplayed. So I under- 
itand the words of St. John, (chap. i. 14. We 
bebeld his glory, that is, the glory of God as it 
ſhone forth?in the face or perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or in his public miniſtry and mighty works. 
John and the reſt of the diſciples were eye wit- 
neſſes of his majeſty, and could bear teſtimony to 
him, that he was the ſon of God, or a moſt ex- 
cellent and divine perſon; or, thus was the 
word, i. e. God manifeſt in the fleſn; the power, 
the wiſdom, the holineſs and grace of God, and 
the 
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the moſt amiable attributes of that being who is in 
himſelf inviſible, were thus diſplayed and made 
manifeſt to the children of men, with as much 
true and real glory, as God ever manifeſted 
amongſt the Iſraelites from the ark of his preſence, 
or in the holy of holes. 

Jeſus appeared all along to be the Father's 
beloved, or his only begotten ſon. There were 
teſtimonies of his dignity at his birth ; afterwards 
at his baptiſm ; when he was gloriouſly tranſ- 
formed on the holy mount; and through the 
whole courſe of his miniftry. Nor were there 
wanting extraordinary teſtimonies of the divine 
favour and approbation, during the dark and 
diſmal ſcene of his laſt ſufferings, Even then 
he was not alone; he was not forſaken ; for God 


was with him to ſupport, and ſtrengthen, and 


ſet before him the crown of victory, the glorious 
prize of immortal honour and felictty.— But the 
glory of his miracles was what gave the greateſt 
tuſtre to his character! Herein did the glory of 
God eminently ſhine forth in the man Chriſt Je- 
fas. His reply to Mariba in the caſe of Laza- 
ras is very obſervable, (John xi. 40.) ſaid I not 
unto thee, that thou ſhouldeſt ſee the glory of 
God ? that is, the power which God had commu- 
nicated to him, and which he demonſtrated by 
raiſing her brother from the dead. The power, 


the life-giving power, which he exerted in this 


1 


inſtance, 


— — 
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inſtance, to ſay nothing of his other miracles, 
was 2 ſpecimen or proof of chat univerſal domi- 
nion and power winch God had given him over 
all fleſh, or the whole of mankind. (verſe 2d of 
this chap.) Or, the power which he exerciſed 
in this and other like inſtances, was an embleny 
of his future adminiſtration, rule and government, 
as the appointed Saviour and head of the chureh, 
(John v. 24. and following verfes.)—And if we 
add to this, that God the Father hath actually 
exalted his ſon Jeſus to the higheſt dignity, do- 
minion, and glory, as the Lord and heir of alt 
things, with what wiſdom and propriety is it, 
that he hach commanded us to honour and re- 
verence his ſon, and hearken to his divine in- 
ſtructions; (Acts ut. 22.) and what ſuperior and 
laſting honours muſt be due to him, even next 
to the one ſupreme God and Father who ſitteth 
on the throne ? To him therefore be glory and 
dominion, to him be honour and power ever- 
laſting.— But there is another practieal and uſe- 
ful leſſon which we cannot well overlook, if 
we conſider the true import and propriety of 
this our Saviour's laſt prayer, and attend to the 
particular circumftances that gave riſe to it, 
EY 
Cor. IV. Integrity of heart and life, and 2 
conſcious ſenſe of the love of God, is a per- 
petual fource of comfort and joy to all good 


men, 
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men, in proportion to their faith and piety. 
In other words; nothing can adminiſter ſuch re- 
hef and. comfort to the human mind at the 
hour of death, or in any ſeaſon of adverſity and 
affliction, as the conſciouſneſs of a well ſpent 
life; the faithful diſcharge of our duty being 
the only ſolid ground of hope and aſſurance to- 
wards God, (John iii. 21.) „If our hearts, that 
is, our conſciences condemn us not, then have 
we confidence towards God.” Thus indeed is 
an eternal and immutable principle, founded in 
the nature and reaſon of things; but it is no 
ſmall advantage to have our Saviour's own ex- 
ample to recommend and enforce it. And this 
is what we ought to notice, in particular—that, 
was not our Saviour a man formed like one of us, 
his moral and divine inſtructions would have 
but little influence on mankind. They would 
indeed be deſtitute of all rational ſupport and 
foundation upon any other principle than what 
I have all along ſuppoſed, namely, that Jeſus 
was a man, one in our nature, and that his ex- 
ample was accordingly deſigned to direct us in 
our duty, as well as to afford us the greateſt en- 
couragement and conſolation in the regular and 
faithful diſcharge thereof. How happy for us 
we ourſelves are men, and partake of the ſame 
nature with him; that we have here all the ad- 


vantage and benefit of the beſt example amidit 
| li the 
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the various ſervices and trials of life! Our Sa- 
viour's perſonal character, as I have endeavour- 
ed to repreſent it, is what ſets his example in 
the moſt forcible and engaging light, and will 
naturally ſuggeſt to us many uſeful reflections 
which have a plain, moral, and practical ten- 
dency; by which we may form a judgment of 
the truth and importance of all doctrines which 
paſs in the world under the colour of divine re- 
velation. If they have not this practical tenden- 
cy or deſign, they cannot be worthy of God, 
or agreeable to that natural underſtanding and 
reaſon which God hath given us. 

Now the truth and propriety of this remark 
appears to be fully illuſtrated in the petition 
which our Lord here made to his Father at the 
cloſe of his public miniſtry. And, if we advert 
to ſome particular circumſtances, it will afford 
us many uſeful reflections. ——As for inſtance ; 
Jeſus knew that the time of his death was now 
drawing near z—and that he might fortify him- 
ſelf againſt all the terrors of it, he calmly ſur- 
veys his paſt life and miniſtry, and being con- 
{cious to his own integrity, that he had acquitted 
himſelf wich all fidelity in the work which God 
had given him to do, his holy innocent ſoul re- 
joiced within him, and “ lifting up his eyes to 
heaven, (verſe 1ſt.) he ſaid, Father, the hour is 
come; glorify thy ſon, that thy ſon alſo may 

glorify 
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glorify thee.” And this his prayer was ſoofi 
heard and anſwered. His conſummate virtue, 
which had been approved and made manifeſt 
under various trials, was at length highly honour- 
ed and rewarded. A diftingutſhing glory was 
prepared for him in his Father's preſence, as 
the ſon of his love.— And what an encouraging 
thought muſt this be, when we conſider and 
look upon Chriſt as our pattern, and follow his 
example in a holy, obedient, and well ordered 
life-? His peace and joy, as one obſerves, muſt 
in fome degree at leaſt be the portion and bleſs 
ſing of all his faithful diſciples, all his humble 
followers in this world; and his exaltation and 
glory be the original, or idea, by which our's 
ſhall, in its due proportion, be formed and mo · 
delled.” 

Now this will ſuggeſt, and may ſerve to re- 
mind us of the following things; namely, that 
there is a work and duty preſcribed to every one 
of us, by the conſcientious performance of which 
we may in ſome meaſure glorify God on earth 
as our Saviour did that there is a great and 
glorious reward provided for all righteous and 
good men in the kingdom of God ;—and that 
the faithful diſcharge of our duty (as I ſaid be- 
fore) is the only foundation upon which we can 
build 2 rational hope and affurance of it : this 
mult prove the _ of our claim, even our 

doing 
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doing the will of God from the heart, our dif- 
charging the duties of our general calling, as 
men and Chriſtians, and thoſe of our particular 
profeſſion in every office and ſtation which God 
hath aſſigned us. —And it may farther ad moniſn 
us, that diligence and induſtry are neceflary in 
improving the time of life, or in working the 
works which God hath given us to do while it 
is day: hetein our Saviour hath ſet us the beſt 
example, (John ix. 4. Acts x. 38.) and has, at 
the ſame- time, given us the greateſt poſſible 
encouragement; aſſuring us, that our labour; 
diligence, and perfeverence in it will be abun- 
danthy rewarded; (Luke xii. 32. Mat. xiii. 43.) 
—As all the ſincere and humble followers of Je- 
lus have a crown of righteoſneſs ſet before them, 
as they may rejoice in hope of the glory of God, 
ſo hereby ſhould they be quickened and animat- 
ed in running the Chriſtian' race, and look with 
pleaſure for the bleſſed prize of immortality; 
even the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Phil. iii. 14. | 

This indeed is evident from the example of 
many virtuous and good men; whoſe comfort in 
death is wont to be proportionable'to the piety 
and ſincerity of their lives. Herein the apoſtle 
Paul, in particular, was an eminent and ſhining 
pattern, (2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8.) I am now ready 
to be offered, ſays he, and the time of my-dif- 

ſolution 
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folution is at hand. Nor am I at all diſcourag- 


ed at the proſpect of it; for I have fought a 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, and pre- 


ſeryed my fidelity, So that I have now nothing 


to do, but to wait for the glorious recompence 
of all my labours and ſufferings. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
&c,—We all have ſome fight or conflict to main- 
tain, ſome poſt to occupy and make good. 
And to adorn our province, and fill up every 
ſtation well, ſhould be our great concern. We 
can no otherwiſe acquit ourſelves with a good 
conſcience towards God, or man. The ground 
of hope and confidence towards God, is one and 
the ſame thing in all. Or the pleaſing God and 
obeying his commands, ever was, and ever will 
be the only. way to recommend us to his 1 
and acceptance. 

Was the man Chriſt Jeſus rewarded with hot 
nour and glory in his Father's more immediate 
preſence ? (for this his prayer was no doubt ful- 
ly heard and anſwered) So ſhall all conſcientious 
and upright men, in their meaſure and propor- 


tion, be hereafter rewarded with rich and abun- 


dant honour. They ſhall ſhine forth as the ſun 
in the kingdom of their Father, (Mat. xiii. 43.) 
Now; what a ſpur and incentive ſhould this be 
to diligence and induſtry in the proper work and 
buſineſs of liſe ? Nothing, ſurely, can be a more 

prevailing 
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prevailing motive than this to a life of ſtrict piety 
and virtue. Nothing can influence more H rong- 
ly to purity of thought and affection, as well as 
a regularity of outward behaviour. We ſhould 
learn hence, to improve all the abilities and ad- 
vantages that we enjoy in the beft' manner, as 
ſo many talents for which we are anſwerable to 
the ſupreme diſpoſer of all things. We ſhould 
mark the road to happineſs by looking unto Je- 
ſus, by treading in his ſteps, and endeavouring 
to walk as he walked. We ſhould every one, in 
his proper ſphere and ſtation, eye him as one 
who is now made perfect through his obedience 
and ſufferings. We ſhould eye him as the mo- 
del of our final happineſs, who has promifed that 
where he is there ſhall his ſervants be. What 
remains then but, that, in a courſe of holy obe- 
dience and induſtry, we now aſpire to ſome di- 
ſtinguiſhing ſeat, to a feat of honour and glory 
in the kingdom of God ? being well aſſured that 
our ſincerity, conſtancy, and perſeverence in 
well-doing, or in patient ſuffering, will not be 
in vain, All our opportunities for making a 
proficiency in knowledge and virtue, ſince they 
are in their own nature fo abſolutely uncertain, 
ſhould be haſtily and diligently improved, that 
we may anſwer the chief purpoſe of our being 
here, and raiſe our ſouls to the heavenly man- 

H ſions 
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ſions of eternal joy and felicity ;—nay, that by 
the eminence of our yirtue and goodneſs we may 
not barely gain admittance into the kingdom of 
heaven, but be diſtinguiſhed, and ſtand high in 
honour, amongſt the inhabitants of theſe glorious 
and bliſsful regions. Thus ſhall we beſt anſwer 
the ultimate deſign and view of the goſpel reve- 
lation, and make it appear that we live under 
the influence of the true Chriſtian faith and 
doftrine ; the New Teſtameat being throughout, 
and in all its parts, as I now ſaid, a practical and 
moral inſtitution, ſuch as is highly worthy of God, 
and admirably fitted to further and promote the 
beſt intereſts of mankind. 

In a word, the foundation of Chriſt's prayer 
was his voluntary obedience to the will of God, 
and his fidelity in executing the important com- 
miſſion which God had given him. And as this 
was a fource of peculiar comfort, and a mighty 
ſupport to him at the cloſe of his life, we ſhould 
all learn from it ſo to live, that, whenever we 
come to die, we may be able to look, with an 
inward appropriating pleaſure, for the bleſſed 
hope of that eternal life, which is the gift of 
God in Chrift Jeſus. And here we cannot but 
remark the divine pleropbory, as I may call it, or 
that well grounded hope and affurance with 
which our Saviour anticipates the future glory, 

« Father, 
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« Father, the hour is come; glorify thy ſon. 1 
have glorified thee on earth; and now, O Fa- 
ther, glorify thou me.” There is a ſtrong and 
forcible argument or plea evidently couched in 
this petition, as appears throughout the whole of 
this chapter. I have finiſhed the work, &c. I 
have. manifeſted thy name. I have given unto 
them the words which thou gaveſt me. I have 
kept them in thy name. I have ſent them into 
the world, and the like. (See ver. 6, 8, 12, 14, 
18, 22.) g. d. I have done all things according 
to the commiſſion I received, and now, O Fa- 
ther, glorify thy ſon. Such was the faith, the 
congdence, and joy of the man Chriit Jeſus, 
when he was about to leave the world. See in 
particular that paſiage (chap. xii. 31.) where 
we read that when Judas was gone out, (i. e. in 
order to betray him) Jeſus ſaid to the reſt of his 
diſciples, Now is the ſon of man glorified, 
and God is glorified in him.” g. d. Now is the 
time when, having manifeſted the glory of God 
in my life, I ſhall further manifeſt it in my ſuf- 
ferings and death. A clear indication this, of 
his firmneſs, compoſure, and placid ſtate of mind. 
Thus ſhould we all learn to meet death, in any 
form, looking unto Jeſus, the author and finiſner 
of the faith, &c. Heb. xii. 2. 
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In ſhort, our. bleſſed Saviour | here prays,. as. 
any truly, pious. and good man may do, after he 
hath ſerved his generation according to the- will 
of God; that is, with a. filial. truſt and confie. 
dence in the- gat, the common Father and 
friend of mankind,.who perfectly knows how to 
diſtinguiſh every degree of moral worth and ex- 
cellence, and will finally reward. every man ac- 
cording to his works, and according to his own 
free bounty and munifacence. 

Now this is the true and proper uſe that we 
ſhould make of the New Teſtament doctrine con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt. It ſhould, I. ſay, particu- 
larly teach us this important leſſon amongſt 
others; namely, that conſcious virtue and inte- 
grity is the great foundation of hope and com- 
fort to all ſincerely virtuous and good men. It 
is ſo at this -day. It will be ſo in every age: 
And it was ſo, in a peculiar and eminent ſenſe, 
to our bleſſed Lord himſelf; who is propoſed to 
vs as the pattern of our obedience, and the cap- 
tain of our ſalvation, or. * fx the leader 
on to victory and glory. 

V. The laſt corollary or 3 that I ſhall 
mention, and which cloſely follows from what I 
have now ſaid is, that the merits of Chrift are 
properly and ſtrictly ſpeaking exemplary. They 
are ſo in a truly apoſtolic ſenſe. See 1 Pet. 11d 

| chapter 
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chapter, from che 19th to the 24th verſe, inclu- 
ſively. And they are in every view admirably 
fitted and intended, both to inſtruct us in our 
duty, and to encourage our conſtancy and per- 
ſeverance in the zealous and faithful diſcharge of 
it, whatever trials and ſetvices we may be called 
to in this world. Our Saviour's merit evidently 
lay in his voluntary and unreſerved obedience to 
the will of his Father who ſent him, and parti- 
cularly, in what I may call his ſuffering virtues, 
in his meek reſigned ſpirit and behaviour un- 
der the manifold inſults and indignities that were 
offered him, and in his truly compaſſionate, cha- 
ritable and forgiving ſpirit, notwithſtanding the 
cruel and injurious treatment that he met witty 
from the hands of his mercileſs and implacable 
enemies. It Was his own ſingular merit in theſe 
and in other inſtances of a moſt exemplary piety 
and benevolence, that invites and encourages our 
imitation, and ſupports a reaſonable hope and 
expectation in all true Chriſtians with reſpect to 
a future ſtate of happineſs and glory, A merit 
that is moral and rewardable, can, in the very 
nature of things, be no other than perſonal. The 
reward of every moral agent will be finally de- 
termined by his ewn perſonal righteouſneſs, and 
that only. Nay, the merits of Chriſt himſelf, 
however great and excellent, cannot poſſibly 'be 

H 3 ours, 
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64rs, or be attributed and imputed to any other 
than to himſelf, That is,—they are incapable 
of being transferred, or reckoned ours any fur- 


ther than we follow his ſteps. 


As to his painful ſufferings and death, fimply 
conſidered, —it is moſt certain, there could be 
nothing in hem that was in any wile pleaſing and 
agreeable to God, abſtracted from his meex and 
patient behaviour under them, and his ready and 
dutiful ſubmiſſion to the will of his Father, in 
order to anſwer and ſubſerve the great and im- 
portant deſign of his mmniftry, which was, in 
ſhort, to enlighten and reform the world, and 
to.ſave men from their {ins,—to open the king- 
dom of heaven, and point out the true and only 
way of life and happineſs to ſinners of the Hu- 
man race. And this ſalvation, this happineſs, is 
fully aſcertained in the goſpel of Chriſt to all 


ſincerely virtuous and good men, who have pre- 


ſerved their integrity, or have been recovered by 
true repentance to a ſtate of moral rectitude.— 
This, I think, is an intelligible and eaſy doc- 
trine,—and what muſt approve itſelf to all the 
natural principles of reaſon and equity, as moſt 
worthy of the ſupreme being. But, to repreſent 
the ſufferings and the death of Chriſt in the light 
which many have done, is, to my appehenſion, - 


altogether as un/criptural, as it is in itſelf incompre- 


benfible, 


The 
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The excellent inſtructions which our Saviour 
hath given us; his own perſonal] virtues; the 
bright example, and the high reward of his obe- 
dience ;—theſe are what we Chriſtians are called 
to contemplate, and what we are more concern- 
ed with than any imaginary ſatisfaction, or ſup- 
poſed atonement made to Deity. Or this is, in 
truth, far more acceptable to God, and of much 
more avail and efficacy, as to us, than any ex- 
piatory offering or ſarcifice. We are aſſured, 
that God was ſo well pleaſed with the virtue and 
obedience of his ſon, the man Chriſt Jeſus, as to 
reward it with high celeitial honour and glory; 
and we cannot ſurely doubt, but that he, the 
lame righteous Lord who loveth righteouſneſs, 
will accept of and reward the fincere piety and 
obedience of all good men, in their meaſure, 
without the interpoſed ſufferings, or merit of any 
other imputed to them. Chriſt, and all truly 
pious and good men are to be conſidered here, 
in one and the fame light. His expectations 
and hopes, with reſpect to the favour of God, 
did all reſt upon the eſſential, free, and immu- 
table goodneſs of God; and ſo muſt ours.” His 


high reward of honour and glory was founded 


on the ſuperior excellence of his moral and vir- 
tuous character; and in like manner ſhould our 
hopes and expectations entirely and fvlely reſt 
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upon the ſame foundation of moral fitneſs and 
congruity, Thus is Chriſt Jeſus the great exem- 
plar, and fo far are we his genuine diſciples, we 
ſhall be proportionably rewarded. | 
It is very obſervable, that a perſonal moral rec- 
titude has been the baſis of human hope and 
confidence in all ages of the worid. Job, Da- 
vid, Hezekiah, Nehemiah, Daniel, and others, 
have all pleaded their ſincerity or integrity in the 
ſight of God (f). And they expected to find 


favour 


(:) See particularly Pſal. vii. 8. Iſaiah xxxviii. 3. Nehem. 
v. 19. and chap. xiii. 14. And the ſame obſervation will 
ſtand good when carried into the writings of the New Teſ- 
tament. Every Chriſtian doftrine ſuppoſes, or inculcates, 
the truth and importance of this moral principle, 'This was 
a doctrine not only taught by all the prophets, but by our 
Lord himſelf in all his inſtructions. Nay, „this was the ba- 
ſis of his own confidence, that he did always did thoſe things 
that pleaſed his God and Father, (john viii. 2g.) And 
none will he finally own, but ſuch as 4% the will of his Fa- 
ther who is in heaven, (Mat. vii. 21.) The apoſtles do ac- 
cordingly declare this to be the ground of their own confi- 
fidence and rejoicing, even the teſtimony of conſcience to 
their ſimplicity and godly ſincerity. (2 Cor. i. 12. 1 Peter 
311. 15, 16, 1 John iii. 19, 20, 21.) If our hearts do not 
condemn us, then have we confidence towards God. There 
is (as one juſtly obſerves) no other poſſible ground of con- 
fidence, but the conſciouſneſs of our own ſincerity, up- 
rightneſs and integrity. And the quitting this for a fanci- 
ful refuge in the righteouſneſs of another, as the reaſon of 

our 
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favour alone from the eſential goodueſs of God, 
or the placability of the divine nature. It is a 
conſcious ſenſe of every man's own uprightneſs 
and integrity that muſt ena ble him to hope in 
God. And if his piety and virtue reeſmble that 
which ſhone in our Lord's temper and behaviour, 
it will be finally recompenced with abundant 
honour. There is therefore, (as one juſtly ob- 
ſerves) * no kind of reaſon to ſuppoſe the me- 
rits and excellence of Chriſt, or his rewardibility, 
capable of being transferred to us; or in any 
{ſenſe reckoned ours, farther than we 1mitate him, 
and attain a reſemblance of his divine temper 
and ſpirit : for we might with as much truth 
conclude that Gop's righteouſneſs, holineſs, or 
perfection can by 1mputation become ours, be- 
cauſe we are exhorted to be righteous as he is 
righteous ; holy as he isholy; and perfect a as he i is 
pertect (a). 


our juſtification, has no better ſupport, than the chimerical 
church treaſury merits, dealt out by the Romiſh prieſt, as 
ſhall beſt ſuit the purpoſes of his power and' profit among 
the deluded. But, ſays St. John, let no man deceive” you, 
for he who does righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he is 
righteous, 1 John iii. 7. St. Paul renouncec no other 
righicouſneſs of his own, but the ritual, on which he had 
made a ſuperſtitious and unſafe dependence, Phil. iii. 412. * 
See Dr. Fleming's Survey, p. 204, 205. | 

(%) See an excellent tract intitled, the Merits' of Chriſt 
exemplary, in 1761, 
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And the ſame may be ſaid of CmͥS 's righ- 
teouſneſs, holineſs and obedience : they cannot 
be ours by any imputation, —they being only 
perſonal and meritorious as to himſelf. Theſe, 
and other characters, which are of a ſtrictly mo- 
ral nature, worth or excellence, cannot, I ſay, 
belong to us, ſo as to be properly accounted ours, 
or turn, in the leaſt, to our advantage and bene- 
fit, any otherwiſe than as we ourſelves are con- 
formed to the image of Chriſt ; that is, are form- 
ed into a divine likeneſs, and made partakers of 
the divine -nature ; this being one great end and 
deſign of our Saviour's coming into the world, 
to give us a lively repreſentation of thoſe vir- 
tues and graces which will be ever acceptable 
and well pleaſing to God. —He has according- 
ly gone before us, as a pattern of all righteouſ- 
neſs and goodneſs, or the brighteſt, moſt lovely, 
and perfect image of Deity. And, as our di- 
vine teacher, he has exhorted and commanded 
us to imitate God, as our Father, and to follow 
him as dear children. He is repreſented to us 
as God's only begotten ſon, moſt holy and belov- 
ed,—and in him all the Father ſhineth, in the 
brighteſt rays of truth and grace, of divine wiſ- 
dom, benignity and mercy. In him we behold, 
as in a glaſs the glory and grace of that one God 
who raiſed him up to be the great prophet?and 

Saviour 
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viour of mankind. In his life and doctrine, in 
his example and precepts, he hath beton us the 
Father, and pointed out to us the ſure and cer- 
tain road to happinels. 

And further, — Jeſus, being one in our nature, 
or a partaker of fleſh and blood as we are, his 
example was properly human; and the doctrines 
which he taught and publiſhed to the world were 
admirably and wiſely adapted to direct us, and 
all his followers in every age, how we ought to 
walk and to pleaſe God. His goſpel exhibits 
to us not only the plaineſt precepts to direct, 
but the brighteſt and beſt example to guide us 
in the way to virtue and glory, to immortal life 
and happineſs. And this is our peculiar privi- 
lege, that, as Chriſtians, (under the ſingular light 
and advantages of the goſpel) we have now the 
greateſt poſſible advantages put into our hands 
tor working out our eternal ſalvation, And— 
that the peculiar doctrines of our moſt holy re- 
ligion have this plain moral aptitude and ten- 
dency, is clearly ſeen and illuſtrated, as in all 
our Saviour's diſcourſes and parables, ſo particu- 
larly in his ſermon. on the mount, and in this 
his laſt farewel prayer with, and for, his dif- 
ciples. | 

In all we cannot but ſee and admire a diſpoſi- 
tion and ſpirit that is truly amiable and excel- 

lent, 
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lent, and worthy of the greateſt character and 
perſonage that ever appeared in the world, — 
In humility and meekneſs of ſpirit ;—in a can- 
did, friendly and forgiving temper ;—in an ex- 
emplary patience, contentment and ſelf-denial ; 
and eſpecially in that exalted piety and warm 
benevolence which breaths out, and appears to 
animate his whole ſoul. In this moſt excellent 
prayer recorded by his beloved diſciple John, we 
cannot but ſee and confeſs, that he infinitely ſur- 
paſſed all the children of men, all the prophecs 
and meſſengers of God that ever went before him. 
Such was his love to God, and ſuch his love 
to mankind, his filial piety, and divine philanthro- 
phy, that it ſhone out with a peculiar and emi- 
nent luſtre in every part of his life and miniſtry. 
Theſe he exemplified, and theſe he taught and in- 
eultated, as the true and only principle of all 
virtue, and what will moſt effectually recom- 
mend us to the favour of God. FJeſus, our di- 
vine maſter and law-giver, and the beſt philo- 
ſopher that ever appeared in the world, hath 
taught us, that right affection towards God and 
man, is the ſum of morality, the ſubſtance of 
all religion, (Mat. XXil. 37. Rom. xili. 10.) This 
is the bond or cement of perfection, as the apoſ- 
tle calls it, (Col. iii. 14.) And our Saviour 
himſelf has, in other terms, very ſtrongly ex- 


preſſed the ſame ſentiment. I in them, and 
thou 
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thou in me, &c. I pray that they all may be 
one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
(John xvii. 21, 23.) plainly intimating that 
where this principle of love exerts itſelf with any 
life and vigour, there is a like union between 
Chriſt and them, as there is betwixt the Farher 
and him; or, that the unity betwixt Chriſt and 
his Father, Chriſt and them, did wholly reſt 
and centre here. 

The tie or cement was one and the ſame, and 
the intereſt which he and his diſciples both had 
in the Father's love, was an inſeparable and joint 
intereſt, being entirely founded upon one and the 
ſame principle operating in Chriſt and them.— 
It is very plain from the context, that, as all 
true Chriſtians are one with Chriſt, they have 2 
ſpecial undoubted intereſt in this prayer which 
he made to the Father,—that they may how 
entertain like expectations, and cheriſh the ſame 
hopes, as he himſelf did, having a like title or 
claim to the kingdom of heaven,—that king- 
dom which God had prepared for them that love 
him: for the whole tenor of the Goſpel affures 
every ſincere Chriſtian, that he his, in his de- 
gree and proportion, the fame joy, the ſame 
crown, the ſame reward ſet before him, as Chriſt 
himſelf had (Eph. ii. 6. Rev. iii. 21. Luke xii. 
32.)—This 1s our Saviour's own doctrine, It i Is 
expreſly and clearly taught in this chapter, as 

well 
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well as elſewhere, -(John xiv. 20, 21.) — And 
nothing can be better fitted to encourage and 
animate his diſciples and followers in every age. 

Should it be ſaid here, © if Chriſt and they 
are thus one, —one and ſpirit and intereſt, one in 
hope and proſpect ;—whence is it, that ſo many 
profeſſing Chriſtians are no more one, no more at 
unity among themſelves?“ I anſwer very briefly, 
this is owing to an inattention to the principle 
and- ſpirit of their religion ; for in fuch propor- 
tion, or ſo far as the principle of Chriſtian love 
and charity lives and operates in the hearts of 
men, they will of courſe walk in brotherly con- 
cord and unity, always purſuing and jointly car- 
rying on one grand deſign, viz. the glory of 
God, the edification of the church, and, as 
much as in them lies, the general welfare and 
good of all mankied: for this is a principle 
which always did, and ever will operate, more 
or leſs, in the breaſt of every Chriſtian, every 
truly virtuous and good man. 

Here let me obſerve further, Our Saviour, 
firſt of all, taught and inculcated upon his dif- 
ciples that great and leading precept, the Love 
or GoD, which has been always conſidered, both 
under the law and the goſpel, as the true animat- 
ing principle of obedience. This was the prin- 
ciple upon which Chriſt himſelf acted; and upon 
this principle muſt all thoſe act, who would be 

| looking 
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looking for the bleſſed hope, the great promiſe 
of eternal life. And, as our Saviour's merit lay 
in his ſupreme love to God, the ſame principle 
ſhould animate us and all his followers. What 
that principle is, and how it operates, St. John 
has very plainly and expreſly told us, (I John v. 3.] 
«© This is the love of God that we keep his com- 
mandments. - And, that herein we ſhould all 
learn to imitate our divine- maſter, he- himſelf 
hath expreſly taught us, urging upon us this 
moſt powerful and engaging motive; As the 
Father hath loved me, ſo have I loved you: con- 
tinue ye in my love. It follows If ye keep my 
commandments ye ſhall abide in my love: even 
as I have kept my Father's commandments and 
abide in his love.—lf we would ſecure the love of 
the Father and the Son, we ſhould learn to keep 
the commandments of God. And thus, in true 
filial piety, obedience, and love, our Saviour hath 
ſet us the moſt amiable and perfect pattern. 

And, as in the ſupreme love of God, [that 
ruling affection in every good mind] fo likewiſe 
in the moſt diffuſive cyariTY, in a general dif- 
intereſted love and good-will to mankind, his 
example ſhould engage the particular attention 
of all his proteſſed friends and followers. © As no 
one approached nearer to Deity in moral rectitude 
and perfection, ſo no man ever carried benevo- 
lence to that height, or purſued a deſign ſo ex- 
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tenſively uſeful and divinely great, as the man 
Chriſt Jeſus ; no one ever enforced it in ſtronger 
terms, or exhibited a brighter example of it, in 
his behaviour and treatment of all mankind, ene- 
mies as well as friends. His heart, indeed, was 
the ſeat of every amiable and worthy affection: 
goodneſs and benignity, acts of mercy, kindneſs, 
and compaſſion, were his delight. And that 
| benevolence which he recommended was of the 
moſt exalted kind, even the perfection of God's 
moral character, a perfection which is his higheſt 
glory, what influences all his operations, and is, 
I may call it, a conſtant immutable diſpoſition to 
communicate happineſs to all his reaſonable crea- 
tures, ſo far as they are fit and capable ſubjects 
of it. Herein, we are called to learn of Chriſt, 
and to follow him as the living image of the invi- 
ſible God. 

Love was the characteriſtic of his religion; and 
this is a diſtinguiſhing mark of all thoſe who love 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity [ «g0aporia] 
who are ſound and uncorrupted in their morals, 
however they may differ, as to ſome things in 
their opinion and judgment. This is my com- 
mandment, ſays he,—and by this ſhall all men 
know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love 
one to another, (John xv. 12. 1 Eph. ii. 8.) — 
In one word, love to God and man is the ſpring 
and ſource of all true religion and morality, of 


every 
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every perſonal and ſocial virtue; and herein was 
our Saviour truly exemplary: or, his ſingular 
merit appeared in both with an uncommon luſtre, 
his example being admirably accommodated to 
the ſtate and circumſtances of mankind in gene- 
ral, and peculiarly adapted to inſpire the human 


* breaſt with a noble, generous ardor and emula- 


tion to excel in virtue, in all moral worth, and 
true goodneſs, In this light, no example, ſurely, 
can be more intereſting, or what a ſinful degene- 
rate world, a race of imperfe& beings as we are, 
ſtood in greater need of. His moſt excellent and 
amiable charakter did more particularly appear 
and ſhine forth, as I now ſaid, in theſe two emi- 
nent branches of i it, his ſignal piety and charity, 
his love to God and good-will to men. The 
doctrine, example, and life of Jeſus; the ſpirit 
and genius of his religion were truly admirable, 
Every of its peculiar inſtitutes were truly 
divine, and well worthy of all acceptation; z Cal- 
culated to promote the glory of God, and the 
virtue and happineſs of mankind. ; 

And this naturally leads me to make a very 
intereſting remark, which the intelligent reader 
may perceive that 1 have all along had in view, 
namely, that, as the moral rendengy of any pro- 
poſition, or doctrine, is what gives it all! its im- 
portance, ſo ſuch an interpretation of the cha- 
racter and appointments of Chriſt, as beſt ſecures 
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this effect on the human mind, is the moſt con- 
cluſive evidence of its divine veracity. It appears 
to me, that all genuine evanzelical truths muſt 
have this divine ſtamp or ſignature upon them 
before we can yield any rational aſſent to them 
or, in other words, that all doctrines which are 
propoſed to us under the colour and pretence of 
a divine revelation, ſhould, in the language of 
St. Paul, be doctrines according to godlineſs, 
{1 Tim. vi. 3.) or ſuchas have an obvious fitneſs 
nd a manifeſt tendency to promote the intereſts 
of real religion, the cauſe of virtue, piety, and 
charity; or of that holineſs of heart and life 
which is the great and ultimate deſign of the 
Chriſtian revelation, And J cannot but think, 
that the doctrine, which I have been endeavour- 
ing to ſupport and eſtabliſh, has this plain and 
direct tendency, this ſignal proof of its truth and 
autherlicity, of its uſefulneſs and importance. 

This, at icait, appears to me a ſtrong and 
preſumptive argument, that the ſaid doctrine 
is molt agreeable to the whole tenor of the New 
Teitament, as well as to the ſenſe of the moſt 
ancient and primitive Chriſtian writers; and that 
this paſſage in St. John, as well as many others 
which have been plauſibly urged in proof of our 
Saviour's eternal generation and pre-exiſtence, 
carry little or no weight in them.—Sure I am, 
that the principles which have been advanced in 
| favour 
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favour of the Athanaſian Trinity, are not only 
injurious to the Chriſtian revelation, but even de- 
ſtructive of it; and would equally deſtroy the 
pretenſions of any revelation whatever. If any, 
however, can underſtand that ſyſtem of theology, 
or find it revealed in ſcripture, they will certainly 
do well to receive it. But let no one, who can- 
not entertain and reliſh the ſame ſentiments or 
ideas, be cenſured and branded for an heretic, 
ſo long as he is upright and impartial in his 
enquiries after truth, and in paying all proper 
and due regard to ſcripture evidence. If what 
has been ſaid ſhould any ways contribute to re- 
move or ſoften long and ſtubborn prejudices, or 
give ſatisfaction to any honeſt or well-diſpoſed 
minds; eſpecially, if it may tend to ſet this, or 
any other diſputed points relative to it, in a bet- 
ter and clearer light than they have hitherto ap- 
peared in, the end and view of the author will be 


anſwered. 
He can truly ſay, that it is with a modeſt dif- 


dence in himſelf, and with all becoming defe- 
rence to others, that he ſubmits what has been 
offered upon the pꝛieſent ſubject, to the delibe_ 
rate attention and judgment of every impartial 
and candid reader,—To adopt the language of a 
ober and moderate divine, „J am ſenſible that 
human authority lies on the other ſide of the 
quekion. And upon this account I think the 
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doctrine ought to be treated with modeſty. This 
reſpect is certainly due to received and eſtabliſhed 
opinions. But I can by no means admit, that, 
becauſe a doctrine has the advantage of age and 
poſſeſſion, it has any infallible mark of ruth; 
or that time alone can render it ſo ſacred, that 
it ſhould not be controverted and oppoſcd at all. 
Such ſentiments can never be conſiſtently aſſerted 
by thoſe who are perſuaded of the lawfulneſs of 
our reformation.” — 

To conclude. — As fincerity and charity will 
always ſtand in the higheſt account with God, 
and are the ſureſt marks of true Chriſtian ortho- 
doxy, ſo I am verily perſuaded, with an ancient 
writer, (Aug. de mendacia) that, if the love of 
truth makes men err, ſuch error cannot be dan- 
gerous ;—Nunquam errari tutius exiſtimo, quam 
cum 1n nimio amore veritatis erratur, 


3 MI. 50 


THE END, 


